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A  publication  of  Hospitality  House 
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"I  enlisted  when  I  was  IS  and  u hen  I  1^1                                 9   *  B                                     iHHHi  Photo  by  Eli  Bishop 
came  out  a  year  later.  I  was  30,"  Chief 

Employed  since  his  discharge  in  1970. 

Is  There  A  Place  Called  Heme? 

Chief  has  spent  the  last  tour  years  in  and  out 

of  the  cits  s  parks,  shelters,  and  emergency  A  look  at  homelessness  10  years  after  the  city  opened  its  first  homeless  shelter. 

housing  for  homeless  people  in  San  Fran- 
cisco His  drinkmg  kept  him  on  the  streets:  •  First-Person  Narratives  by  Homeless  People  Pages  8  &  9 

fWWiiM^a'0!rte ftaniiy  *  ^n  Homelessness:  A  hrank  Discussion  by  i wo  Homeless  Men  Page  8 

beh.nd  in  Windsor  to  follow  her  32  year  .  a  city  Map:  A  Tool  to  Stop  the  Dying  Page  5 

ho^of^  •  Community  Commentary  on  Homelessness  and  Mental  Health   Page  3 

once  in  the  City,  the  strains  of  unsuccessful 

job  searches  and  her  boyfriend  s  drug  ad-  shelters  than  there  were."  .cisco.  They  sold  a  clock  and  TV  at  a  Los  sands  of  people  experience  an  episode  of 

diction  ended  a  rocky  relationship.  And  Certifiedasabuildingengineerwith20  Angeles  pawn  shop  for  enough  gas  money  homelessness  each  year,  according  to  a 

Ramona  found  herself  homeless.  years  of  supervisory  experience.  Paul  to  get  to  San  Jose.  Once  in  San  Jose,  they  November      1990     study  entitled 

"I  had  never  been  homeless  before  and  Wiegand.  45.  quit  his  job  in  Southern  Cali-  sold  one  of  their  few  remaining  posses-  "Homelessness  in  the  Bay  Area".  Compiled 

it  was  real  scary.'*  Ramona  says.  "Not  hav-  forma  after  wrestling  w  ith  bouts  of  depres-  sions — an  iron  for  pressing  clothes — in  a  by  Homebase.  a  regional  support  center  for 

ing  any  place  to  go  at  night,  not  knowing  sion.  San  Jose  parking  lot  to  fill  their  tank  one  homeless  policies  and  programs,  the  54- 

where  my  next  meal  would  come  from  or  Never  before  poor  or  jobless,  he  and  his  more  time  for  the  rest  of  the  ride  to  San  page  study  concludes  that  some  24.000 

where  I  would  be  sleeping  was  just  a  terrible  wife — who  asked  that  her  name  not  be  used  Francisco.  people  experienced  a  period  of  homelessness 

experience.  I  thought  there  would  be  more  in  this  story — landed  broke  in  San  Fran-  Like  Chief.  Ramona.  and  Paul,  thou-  continued  on  pages  H  &  9 

Record  Number  of  Homeless  People  Die  in  1992 

by  Bill  Kisliuk  7th  streets.  A  passerby  called  911  for  an  shelter  beds  for  a  nightly  homeless  popula-  prevented  if  individuals  had  been  housed. 

ambulance  to  pick  him  up.  He  was  admitted  tion  which  is  estimated  to  be  at  least  8.000.  An  October  1992  study,  conducted  by 

Even  as  the  sun  was  rising  over  San  to  San  Francisco  General  Hospital  with  a  including  single  men,  families,  and  chil-  Stanford  research  scientist  Dr.  Marilyn 

Francisco  in  the  early  hours  of  New  °°dy  temperature  of  81  degrees  and  mas-  dren.  Meanwhile,  homeless  services  are  at  a  Winkleby,  confirms  that  homelessness  in- 

Year's  Day  1992  four  homeless  sive  gastrointestinal  bleeding.  Shortly  be-  standstill,  with  the  city  failing  to  stitch  to-  creases  the  odds  of  psychological  illness 

men  were  dying.  fore  3  p.m..  he  was  pronounced  dead.  gether  an  adequate  safety  net  for  homeless  and  addiction  to  drugs  and  alcohol.  Home- 

This  first  day  of  1992  foreshadowed  This  year's  grim  tally  is  the  highest  in  people.  less  people  are  up  to  33  percent  more  likely 

the  highest  annual  death  toll  ever  recorded  tne  e'Snl  vears  tnal  tne  Times  has  conducted  The  hundreds  of  Coroners  reports  and  to  suffer  from  these  problems  after  a  signifi- 

among  homeless  people  in  San  Francisco.  tms  investigation.  It  is  also  the  fourth  con-  health  department  records  scoured  by  the  cant  episode  of  homelessness  than  when 

At  least  138  people  died  homeless  in  the  secutive  year  that  over  1 00  homeless  people  Times  for  this  investigation  reveal  some  they  were  housed,  according  to  Winkleby. 

City  between  November  16,  1991  and  No-  have  died  in  San  Francisco's  parks,  on  its  new  trends  this  year:  "If  you  were  not  crazy  to  begin  with 

vember  15, 1992,  according  to  a  Tenderloin  streets  and  alleys,  and  inside  hospital  emer-  •  a  significant  number  of  people  (11)  when  you  became  homeless,  you  will  be 

Times  investigation  of  San  Francisco  gency  rooms  and  central  city  hotels.  died  from  pneumonia — a  preventable  dis-  crazy  within  six  months,"  said  Marykate 

Coroner's  reports  and  health  department  While  no  records  accurately  track  the  ease  closely  associated  with  exposure  to  the  Connor,  program  director  at  Travelers  Aid, 

records.  Most  of  these  deaths  marked  an  growth  of  San  Francisco's  homeless  popu-  cold;  a  direct  service  and  referral  program  based 

abrupt  end  to  lives  battered  by  years  of  lation,  available  statistics  and  anecdotal  •  more  HIV-positive  people  are  dying  at  the  San  Francisco  bus  terminal.  "It  is  the 

living  on  the  streets.  The  causes  of  death  evidence  suggest  that  the  ranks  of  the  home-  homeless;  most  stressful,  most  humiliating,  most  har- 

ranged  from  suicides  and  drug  overdoses  to  less  continue  to  swell.  Turnaways  from  22  •  the  number  of  Latinos  who  have  died  rowing,  most  dangerous,  most  emotionally 

exposure  and  hypothermia.  San  Francisco-based  shelters,  for  instance.  homeless  is  on  the  rise.  and  spiritually  wrenching  experience  that  a 

Just  before  6  a.m.  on  New  Year's  Day,  have  risen  every  month  since  February,  As  in  last  year's  Times  investigation,  human  being  can  have." 

Herman  Wilson.  62.  died  from  pneumonia  according  to  an  October  1992  Independent  homeless  Latinos  accounted  for  nearly  17  Homelessness  also  endangers  people 

at  San  Francisco  General  Hospital.  Housing  Services  survey.  In  the  city's  larg-  percent  of  the  deaths,  far  higher  than  in  the  by  putting  them  on  the  streets  where  crime. 

Two  hours  later,  John  Carroll.  35,  was  esl  shelters,  the  number  of  tumaways  grew  early  years  of  the  Times'  investigation.  hunger,  and  despair  are  commonplace.  The 

found  dead  from  a  drug  overdose,  slumped  from  1 54  a  n'ght  in  April  to  2 1 4  a  night  in  The  leading  factor  in  deaths  among  homeless  individuals  studied  were  six  times 

on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  45  Geary  Street,  August,  the  last  months  for  which  statistics  homeless  people  studied  in  1 992.  according  more  likely  to  die  violently  than  other  San 

his  crutch  and  orthopedic  shoe  on  the  ground  316  available.  to  Coroners'reports  and  other  medical  docu-  Francisco  residents,  according  to  the  City's 

nearby.  The  number  of  San  Francisco  residents  ments.  was  drug  or  alcohol  abuse.  Chronic  1992  mortality  statistics.  They  were  also 

Underneath  the  1 8th  Street  pedestrian  receiving  General  Assistance,  the  last-  alcoholism  or  acute  alcohol  poisoning  nearly  five  times  as  likely  to  commit  sui- 

crossing  over  Highway  280.  Charles  chance  county  entitlement  program,  has  caused  1 1  deaths  (8  percent)  and  contrib-  cide. 

Wright's  body  was  spotted  by  a  passing  increased  by  70  percent  in  the  last  five  years  uted  to  24  more.  Abuse  of  heroin,  cocaine.  Overall.  61  homeless  people  (44  per- 

motorist  at  about  9  a.m.  Wright  had  com-  ar|d  143  percent  in  the  last  10 — indicating  methamphetamines and otherdrugs  resulted  cent)  died  outdoors.  More  than  one-third  of 

milted  suicide  by  jumping  off  the  overpass.  that  hard  economic  times  are  pushing  more  in  25  deaths  ( 1 8  percent).  A  combination  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  Tenderloin  and 

He  was  36  years  old.  people  out  of  jobs  and  onto  the  streets.  drugs  and  alcohol  caused  13  deaths  (nine  South  of  Market  areas,  while  15  percent 

And  shortly  before  1 1  a.m..  Cameron  What  has  not  changed  is  San  Francisco's  percent)  and  contributed  to  another  three.  took  place  in  the  Mission,  and  others  oc- 

Auld.47.  was  found  lying  unconscious  and  ability  to  shelter  its  homeless.  The  city  has  Many  of  these  deaths  and  the  addic-  curred  along  the  city's  waterfront,  in  Golden 

bleeding  on  Jessie  Street  between  6th  and  approximately  1.700  year-round  emergency  tions  that  caused  them  might  have  been  continued  on  page  4 


VOICES 


Ask  the  People 


How  do  you  feel  about 
the  holidays? 

Reported  by  Eric  Robertson 
Photos  bj  Jennifer  (  luck 


Wilberl  Dowell,  38 

I  feel  it's  just  another 
time  of  the  year. 
There's  more  things  in 
the  store  to  he  stolen. 


Linda  LaMastus,  8 

It's  fun.  Beeause  it's 
nice  ...  'Cause  Santa 
Claus  comes.  You  have 
parties." 


Jackie  Fortune,  45 

I  don't  feel  nothing  for 
the  holidays  —  1  really 
don't.  My  children  are 
grown.  My  mother's 
dead.  I  don't  have  no- 
body." 


Letters 


Justice  for  Family  in  Racial  Killing! 

Editors: 

Tonight,  1  wish  to  be  close  enough  to 
Luyen  Phan  Nguyen's  parents,  to  share  all 
the  tears  and  profound  sorrow  by  the  loss  of 
their  son,  beaten  dead  by  Bradley  Mills  in 
Fort  Lauderdale  recently,  when  Luyen  ob- 
jected to  being  called  racist  names  at  a 
party. 

He  tried  to  defend  the  pride,  the  re- 
spect, the  culture  of  his  origin,  as  a  young 
Vietnamese  man  trying  to  grow  in  a  new 
social  environment.  He  wished  to  adjust 
and  participate  .  as  any  young  man  living  in 
America,  and  do  his  part  as  a  citizen.  For 
this  he  was  condemned  to  die  for  the  sake  of 
racism.  This  death  is  by  no  means  justified, 
by  no  means  can  be  repeated-  particularly  in 
a  country  where  Hope,  Dream,  Opportunity 
and  Justice  have  prevailed  through  times 
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y  first  introduction  to  the  vital 
work  of  Hospitality  House  dates 
back  to  1983 — the  beginning  of 
my  employment  at  a  local  TV  station  at  that 
time  housed  in  the  Tenderloin.  We've  not 
been  neighbors  for  years  now.  but  my  recent 
involvement  with  their  board  of  directors 
has  allowed  me  to  witness  the  work  of  a  stall 
dedicated  to  improving  the  lives  of  those 
who  are  homeless,  low  income  or  in  need  of 
personal  assistance. 

I  was  drawn  to  the  organization  through 
their  well-known  community  arts  program 
that  has  nourished  and  gained  tremendous 
respect  in  its  25  -year  history,  and  founded 
a  remarkable  business  venture,  recently  de- 
veloped that  allows  for  creativity,  self- 
expresssion  and  personal  empowerment. 
That  arts  program  provides  free  materials, 
work  space,  instruction  and  promotion  for 
low-income  and  homeless  residents  of  the 
Tenderloin. 

Some  75  artists  are  currently  partici- 
pating in  the  program.  The  "House"  staff 
devotes  many  hours  to  promoting  the  sale 


House  Log 


and  rentals  of  their  paintings,  drawings,  and 
ceramic  work. 

Most  recently,  the  artists  have  contrib- 
uted to  a  colorful  collection  of  20  different 


A  Christmas  Card  Created  hy  Dante  Solan 


designs — depicting  various  holiday  scenes 
and  picturesque  San  Francisco  landscapes. 

Another  of  the  art  program's  successes 
is  the  Christmas  season  opening  of  a  store  at 
the  Crocker-Galleria,  where  the  Christmas 
cards  and  other  art  work  done  by  Hospital- 
ity House  artists  is  being  exhibited  and  sold. 
Sales  have  been  booming.  To  date,  custom- 
ers have  placed  40.000  orders  for  the  holi- 
day cards,  and  sales  are  expected  to  exceed 
50.000.  This  reflects  a  doubling  of  sales  in 
just  one  year.  As  with  all  of  the  artwork  sold 
through  Hospitality  House.  60  percent  of 
the  sales  proceeds  goes  to  the  artists.  A  few 
of  the  artists  will  make  $5,000  this  year, 
which  is  approximately  $1,000  more  than 
someone  would  receive  on  the  county's 
General  Assistance  program. 

The  support  received  for  this  project  is 
heartwarming.  From  individuals  purchas- 
ing a  dozen  cards  to  corporations  ordering 
hundreds,  to  the  generosity  of  the  Crocker 
Galleria  managment.  What  great  friends  we 
have! 

—Cheryl  Ward 
Board  Member.  Hospitality  House 


A  Christmas  Wish  list  for  the  TL 


//  has  always  been  my  dream  to 
empower  children  in  expressing  their 
feelings,  dreams,  and  hopes,   u  nlet  Tess 

Manalo-Tess  Ventresca,  who  heads  up  a 
group  of  neighborhood  youth  through  the 

Tenderloin  Improvement  Project  (TIP) 
Emery  day  these  10  youth  sweep,  sc  rub,  and 
polish  gritty,  and  grimy  Tenderloin  blocks 
to  a  new — but  temporary — luster  For  their 
work,  the  youth  received  their  second 
award  from  the  Clean  City  Coalition  on 
November  27. 

Ventresca  raised  her  own  children  in 
the  Tenderloin  and  works  at  the  YMCA 
teaching  youth  leadership  and  life  skills. 
Her  child  rearing  continues  with  her  work 
at  TIP,  where  she  has  helped  launch  the 
careers,  scholarships,  and  other  triumphs 
of  Tenderloin  youth 

Litter  Free  I'm  ironment: 

The  4.000  children — mostly  Southeast 
Asian  immigrants — in  the  60  blocks  that 
make  up  thf  Tenderloin  deserve  to  enjoy  a 

Christmas  day  free  of  crash.  A  day  when 

the  Streets,  sidewalks,  street  corners,  .ind 


Boedekker  Park  are  spotlessly  clean  A  clay- 
when  dealers  and  alcoholics  are  some- 
where else.  A  day  without  the  stinking 
smell  of  human  waste. 

Maybe,  we  can  pull  together — every 
building  owner,  every  business  operator, 
every  tenant,  and  every  resident  in  our 
neighborhood — to  clean  up  on  December 
24,  1992,  so  Christmas  day  can  be  enjoyed 
by  everyone 

Each  of  us  should  take  the  initiative  to 
be  involved  in  improving  our  surround- 
ings We  can  greet  our  neighbors  with  a 
smile  when  we  clean  our  neighborhood. 

Listen  to  the  children,  their  innocent 
laughter.  Listen  to  what  they  say  about 
their  concerns  for  the  environment. 
Changing  the  environment  changes 
attitudes  and  helps  our  children  develop  a 
more  positive  outlook  on  life.  We  have  to 
strengthen  our  family  ties,  our  traditions, 
our  cultures. 

Education  is  the  Gift  that  Keeps  Giving 

There  are  qualified  business  people  in 
the  Tenderloin  who  can  work  with  the 
principals  of  the  schools  where  many  of 


our  children  go  to  school — Benjamin 
Franklin,  Marina,  and  Gallileo — by  offering 
their  expertise  in  meeting  needs. 

Business  people  can  share  their  skills 
by  offering  a  career  day  or  internships  or 
jobs  in  their  enterprises  Opening  business 
opportunities  to  young  adults  through  free 
seminars  or  mentoring  programs  encour- 
ages changes  in  the  lifestyles  of  these 
young  people. 

A  Crime  Free  Neighborhood: 

Let  us  organize  a  block  program  with 
block  captains  who  coordinate  police 
reporting  to  fight  crime  in  this  area.  We 
also  need  a  Delancey  Street-type  program 
in  the  Tenderloin  la  program  where 
parollees  can  get  a  fresh  lease  on  life 
through  job  training  and  placement),  where 
there  are  some  700  parolees. 

A  brighter  future  is  in  our  hands,  if  we 
choose  to  make  it  happen.  Let's  make 
these  dreams  possible  for  our  duldren. 
ourselves,  and  our  neighborhood  MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 

—  Tess  Mavalo-  Ventresca 


and  circumstances. 

Luyen.  they  not  only  have  taken  your 
right  to  live  as  a  growing  respectful  human 
being,  they  also  have  deliberately  murdered 
your  hopes,  your  dreams,  your  courage  to 
grow.  They  have  suppressed  your  future 
with  hatred  and  violence.  Your  conscience 
will  never  die,  while  their's  never  existed. 

I  hope  Luyen's  family  demands  the 
right  to  the  compensation  that  they 
deserve,  even  if  this  won't  bring  back 
Luyen,  with  the  one  hope  that  Justice  in 
America  remains. 

— Thuy  Lieu 

Tired  of  Hate  Mongers 

Editors: 

Every  time  1  watch  television  and 
listen  to  Sheldon,  Robertson  and 
Buchanan,  I  want  to  vomit.  The  hate  and 
negative  comments  that  spew  from  their 
ugly  mouths  are  just  too  much.  They 


really  insult  my  intelligence.  So,  I  got  this 
(great?)  idea.  Why  don't  we  have  a  mural, 
a  memorial,  flags,  t-shirts  or  scarves- 
something  so  the  whole  world  can  see  all 
the  beautiful  people  that  were  gay/lesbian 
and  what  they  contributed  to  this  planet. 
You  can  start  with  Michaelangelo  and 
Mary  Magdalene.  Well,  it  was  just  an 
idea. 

— Ruby  Brooklyn 

Caught  in  the  Cold? 

Editors: 

It's  the  season  to  remind  tenants  in  San 
Francisco  and  particularly  people  living  in 
Tenderloin  hotels  that  there  is  a  housing 
code  in  San  Francisco  which  requires  the 
landlord  to  keep  a  temperature  of  68  de- 
grees. Fahrenheit,  for  13  hours  each  day 
between  the  hours  of  5  a.m.  and  1 1  a.m.  and 
3  p.m.  till  10  p.m.  Having  been  in  Tender- 
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loin  hotels,  I  find  that  this  rule  is  not  being 
followed,  leaving  people  cold  and  suffer- 
ing. If  you  are  cold  and  would  like  action, 
you  can  call  the  Bureau  of  Building  Inspec- 
tions' heating  inspectors  at  558-6220.  Call 
each  morning  between  8  a.m.  and  9  a.m.  or 
each  afternoon  between  4  p.m.  and  5  p.m., 
when  the  inspectors  are  in  their  offices.  For 
any  hotel  that  receives  three  complaints  a 
year,  that  building's  file  is  supposed  to  be 
pulled  and  scrutinized.  One  call  will  get  the 
inspectors  out  to  brief  the  landlord,  and  if 
there  are  three  complaints  in  a  year,  special 
action  will  take  place  to  remedy  the  com- 
plaint. 

If  you  need  more  help,  call  the  Housing 
Committee  at  Old  St.  Mary's,  398-0724. 

— James  Messrner 
Tenderloin  tenant 

Crossing  Guard  Triumph 

Editors: 

You  did  it  again! 

Not  only  was  your  cover  story  on  Mary 
Dickey  the  story  of  a  valued  community 
member,  but  the  article  became  part  of  a 
city  wide  campaign  to  save  school  crossing 
guards.  Police  Commission  and  City  bud- 
get-makers had  cut  the  guards  out  of  next 
year's  budget  and  lay-off  notices  had  al- 
ready been  issued.  In  quick  time,  the  Times' 
article  hit  the  desk  of  almost  every  politico 
and  policy  maker  in  town  and  really  helped 
in  getting  the  attention  of  Supervisors  and 
the  Mayor.  Coleman  Advocates  for  Youth 
and  the  PTA  played  especially  important 
roles  in  helping  this  to  happen. 

Good  victory,  but  one  school  crossing 
guard  on  one  corner  is  not  enough  for 
Tenderloing  kids.  Thanks.  Times,  for  your 
timeliness. ..and  stay  tuned. 

— Richard  Allman 
President 

North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition 


The  Tenderloin  Times  welcomes  letters  from 
our  readers.  Send  them  hy  the  1 5  th  of  the  month. 
Tell  us  your  ideas  and  concerns 


Read  My  Lips! 

Community  Commentary 


by  Marvkate  Connor 

The  people  in  torn  and  ragged  clothing 
wandering  around  downtown  streets  are 
some  of  those  directed  by  internal  voices 
who  tell  them  not  to  go  to  a  food  line  to  eat. 
or  a  shelter  to  sleep,  or  anywhere  to  bathe. 
They  may  be  living  out  of  trash  cans  and 
sleeping  in  alleys  and  doorways.  These  are 
people  who  are  suffering  from  serious  men- 
tal illness  and  are  not  receiving  care  and 
treatment.  Yet  we're  holding  meetings  mak- 
ing psychiatrists  tell  why  20  of  the  city's 
pyschiatric  hospital  beds  should  not  be  cut. 

In  September  1  attended  a  Board  of 
Supervisors  hearing  about  whether  to  cut  20 
inpatient  psychiatry  beds  to  help  solve  a  $25 
million  city  budget  shortfall.  I  heard  psy- 
chiatrists from  San  Francisco  General  Hos- 
pital testify  they  would  be  forced  to  release 
people  who  hear  voices  telling  them  to 
commit  acts  of  violence  against  themselves 
or  others,  or  are  considered  "gravely  dis- 
abled," meaning  they  are  so  psychiatrically 
disabled  that  they  cannot  provide  for  their 
own  food,  clothing  or  shelter. 
Homelessness  and  Psychiatric  Disability 
Homelessness  is  itself  a  major  contrib- 
uting factor  to  many  people's  psychiatric 
conditions.  Until  we  address  the  lack  of 
accessible  housing,  we  can't  even  begin  to 
treat  the  emotional  devastation  caused  by 
homelessness.  It's  simply  not  possible  to 
treat  an  individual  who  is  living  in  the  very 
same  conditions  that  are  causing  them  to  be 
insane.  So.  the  problems  I  see  in  mental 
health  care  today  come  from  years  of  cut- 
backs in  community  mental  health  services 
combined  with  the  dwindling  supply  of 
affordable  housing. 

Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here? 
Solutions  have  to  start  with  affordable 
housing.  Often  the  course  of  treatment  for 
someone  who  is  severely  decompensated  is 


Fifteen  years  ago,  a  group  of  homeless 

people  from  Hospitality  House  wrote  and 
mimeographed  the  first  issue  of  The  Ten- 
derloin Times.  They  saw  a  desperate  need 
for  a  community  newspaper  that  would  speak 
the  truths  and  tell  the  stories  of  a  people  in 
poverty  who  lived  in  an  ignored  and  stereo- 
typed neighborhood.  They  hoped  that  their 
words  whould  be  read  and  understood  by 
those  who  would  respond  to  a  journalism 
that  advocated  for  the  poor,  the  most  vulner- 
able, and  the  neglected. 

Through  the  years,  that  has  actually 
happened.  Our  stories  on  landlords  who 
refused  to  heat  their  buildings  during  the 
winter,  on  special  zoning  regulations  that 
has  preserved  the  city's  low-income  hous- 
ing, on  the  unique  services  needed  by  our 
new  Southeast  Asian  neighbors,  and  on  the 
need  to  make  a  human  investment  for  the 
thousands  of  children  who  had  lived  here 
unnoticed — they  have  all  resulted  in  new 
laws,  new  exemptions,  new  services,  and 
new  resources  that  have  enabled  the  Ten- 
derloin to  survive  rather  than  die. 

We  have  been  acknowledged  over  the 
years  for  our  community  and  city  service, 
receiving  many  awards  and  many  words  of 
praise.  Yet  the  most  tragic  and  human  of  our 
stories  has  remained  a  story  that  only  The 
Tenderloin  Times  has  done  each  year  since 
1985. 

That  story  began  when  Tenderloin  ac- 
tivist Garth  Ferguson  found  a  still,  cold 
body  forever  asleep  in  a  parking  lot  across 
from  St.  Anthony's.  Tenderloin  Times  re- 
porter Dennis  Conkin  then  wrote  the  first 
investigative  story  uncovering  the  numbers, 
hows,  and  whys  of  the  many  other  homeless 
people  who  had  died  in  San  Francisco. 


hospitalization  for  one  to  two  weeks.  When 
a  person  is  hospitalized  for  that  length  of 
time,  if  they're  not  housed  to  begin  with, 
then  they're  not  going  to  be  housed  upon 
discharge  either.  If  they  're  fortunate  enough 
to  get  into  a  halfway  house  or  an  acute 
diversion  unit  or  a  lodge  system,  they  may 
have  the  possibility  of  three  more  months  of 
a  highly  structured  treatment  environment; 
but  it's  not  permanent  housing. 

If  someone  rejects  residential  treatment 
and  chooses  to  live  independently,  they 
often  can't  get  the  help  they  need.  Simply 
getting  from  the  hospital  into  outpatient 
treatment  can  be  impossible.  Most  city  clin- 
ics have  eight-  to  ten-week  waiting  lists  to 
see  a  doctor.  If  a  person  doesn't  already 
have  a  mental  health  clinician  when  they  get 
released  from  the  hospital,  they  will  prob- 
ably find  it  difficult 
to  get  the  medicine 
that  has  been  pre-  / 
scribed  for  them.  / 
and  their  condition 
is  likely  to  worsen 
again.  Many  home- 
less people  with  dis- 
abilities genuinely 
desire  treatment  but 
are  not  able  to  get  it 
because  the  system 
is  so  overwhelmed. 
The  living  condi- 
tions of  many  dis- 
charged patients  are 
so  dire  and  stressful  that  it's  difficult  for 
them  to  maintain  their  prescribed  medical 
regime.  Their  mental  health  is  significantly 
at-risk  again,  and  often  they  re-enter  the 
revolving  door  of  Psychiatric  Emergency 
Services.  So  along  with  inpatient  treatment, 
we  need  to  develop  a  system  that  provides  a 
continuum  of  care,  where  people  can  move 
on  from  hospitalization  to  housing  with 
treatment.  We  need  a  continuum  of  care  that 
doesn't  just  drop  people  off  cliffs  and  ex- 
pect them  to  get  well. 

No  Safety  Net  for  Dual  Problems 
There's  another  factor.  In  San  Fran- 


cisco it's  easier  to  get  a  rock  of  cocaine  or  a 
bag  of  heroin  or  a  pint  of  vodka  than  it  is  to 
get  psychiatric  medications.  While  I  don't 
advocate  psychotropic  medications  for  ev- 
eryone, they  do  work  for  the  people  who 
request  them.  But  it's  very  difficult  to  get 
medications  if  you  are  also  using  drugs  or 
alcohol.  I  understand  why  doctors  are  reluc- 
tant to  prescribe  to  someone  who  has  a 
substance  abuse  history  or  is  currently  us- 
ing. But  there  has  to  be  a  way  that  we  can 
begin  to  treat  people  psychiatrically  at  the 
same  time  we're  treating  their  substance 
abuse  rather  than  sending  them  away  from 
our  clinics  saying,  "we  can't  see  you  until 
you  are  clean  and  sober."  There's  a  severe 
shortage  of  services  for  people  with  "dual 
diagnosis"  problems  (psychiatric  disabili- 
ties who  are  also  substance  abusing).  And 
with  this  population, 
when  someone  recog- 
nizes that  they  have  a 
problem  and  they  need 
help,  and  then  they  get 
wait  listed,  they're 
much  less  likely  tocome 
back  for  services  a  sec- 
ond time.  "Self-medi- 
cating" is  a  term  that 
gets  used  a  lot  in  the 
dual  diagnosis  field  to 
describe  when  people 
use  drugs  or  alcohol  to 
take  the  edge  off  their 
internal  experiences, 
such  as  hearing  voices,  or  the  strains  of 
being  homeless  or  otherenvironmental  stres- 
sors. 

We  need  to  increase  capacity  in  several 
areas.  We  should  forge  a  dual  diagnosis 
treatment  program  that  is  residential,  sup- 
portive and  long  term,  that  really  addresses 
the  two  illnesses  and  how  they  interact. 
Services  should  seek  to  understand  why 
someone  may  be  using  street  drugs  to  take 
the  edge  off  of  their  experience. 

We  should  be  careful  not  to  categorize 
the  homeless  too  much.  Regardless  of  a 
person's  disabling  condition,  people  are 


homeless  because  of  a  lack  of  affordable 
housing.  If  you  are  poor,  you  are  at  risk  for 
being  homeless.  If  you  interviewed  100 
homeless  individuals,  you'd  find  that  all 
they  have  in  common  is  that  they  are  poor — 
not  disability,  substance  abuse  or  lifestyle 
choice.  Many  homeless  people  choose  not 
to  enter  the  "social  service  system"  that's 
supposed  to  help  them  because  they  feel 
betrayed  by  it.  Some  choose  to  live  outside 
because  they  feel  it's  one  of  the  last  choices 
they  have.  The  result  of  the  lack  of  sub- 
stance abuse  treatment  and  psychiatric  treat- 
ment is  evident  all  over  the  street,  and  it's 
criminal.  We  as  a  society  and  as  a  city  are 
guilty  of  letting  people  literally  die  in  the 
street  for  no  other  reason  than  that  they  are 
poor  and  disabled.  It  shocks  me  how  often 
poverty  actually  causes  a  person's  disabil- 
ity. 

Staff  in  the  hospital  wards  need  to 
understand  what  happens  when  they  dis- 
charge someone  into  a  hotline  hotel  room 
that's  good  for  seven  nights  and  tell  them  to 
drop  in  at  Mission  Crisis  or  the  Tenderloin 
Clinic.  Without  a  really  strong  linkage  and 
support  system,  that  person  is  not  going  to 
make  it  and  will  return  to  the  hospital  before 
long.  The  system  is  at  capacity,  completely 
overwhelmed  and  we  need  to  restructure  it 
to  make  it  more  effective.  More  money 
would  help,  but  priorities  must  be  shifted 
toward  the  disabled  and  poor. 

I  would  like  it  if  more  people  would 
come  forward  and  volunteer,  particularly 
mental  health  and  health  care  professionals. 
I  believe  that  everybody  in  the  healing  arts 
needs  to  spend  time  in  the  streets  and  shel- 
ters, learning  about  the  needs  of  our  city's 
neediest  people.  There  are  countless  rea- 
sons why  needed  services  are  not  accessible 
in  San  Francisco,  but  the  bottom  line  is  that 
we  as  a  society  need  to  decide  that  everyone 
has  the  right  to  adequate  health  care. 

*  Marykutr  Connor,  who  has  worked  exten- 
sively in  mental  health  and  homeless  services,  is 
currently  the  program  director  of  the  Transhay 
Outreach  Project.  Transhuy  Terminal  Travelers 
Aid. 


This  story  has  now  become  an  annual 
Christmas  media  event  when  our  city  col- 
lectively bows  its  head  in  sad  memory  and 
shared  shame  in  concerned  editorials  and 
city  leaders'  solemn  words. 

But  we  commit  our  own  words  to  print, 
not  for  talk,  but  for  action.  In  San  Francisco, 
we  would  like  the  city  to  use  the  map  we 
have  provided  to  target  their  roving  social 
workers  to  these  areas  to  bring  to  safety 
those  most  vulnerable  to  hypothermia  and 
other  health  problems  exacerbated  by  the 
cold. 

We  do  this  story  out  of  respect  for 
every  human  being  each  number  represents. 


We  do  it  because  we  believe  San  Francisco 
can  significantly  reduce  these  unnecessary 
and  preventable  deaths.  We  do  it  to  awaken 
people  that  is  not  acceptable  that  people  are 
living  on  cold  sidewalks,  blanketed  only  by 
mattresses  of  cardboard,  if  at  all,  or  living 
on  the  gratings  and  in  the  subways  of 
America's  great  cities. 

The  Tenderloin  Times  has  sacrificed 
other  stories  and  sections  in  this  issue  with 


the  hope  that  enough  attention  to  this  story 
will  result  in  other  newspapers  with  far 
greater  budgets  and  staff  commiting  them- 
selves to  what  we  have  done  with  pennies 
and  volunteers. 

We  hope  that  other  cities  across  the 
United  States  will  read  in  this  issue  how 
they  can  determine  and  analyze  how  and 
why  people  are  dying  so  that  we  can  put  an 
end  to  these  needless  deaths. 
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PUT  THE  HOMELESS  UP 
FOR  THE  HOLIDAYS. 


This  colorful  collection  of  greeting  cards  was  produced  by  low-income  and  homeless 
artists  at  San  Francisco's  Hospitality  House  Art  Program.  These  artists  create  beautiful  paintings, 
pottery  and  sculpture  as  well.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  both  the  cards  and  artwork  help  support 
each  artist.  The  money  also  helps  Hospitality  House  supply  materials,  instruction  and  studio 
space.  Call  to  order  your  cards  today,  or  stop  by  and  see  all  the  fine  works  of  art 


Hospitality  House  146  Leavenworth  SM  415*749* 2111 
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138  People  Die  Homeless 


continued  from  page  I 

Gate  Park,  and  downtown  (see  map  on  page 
4).  At  least  five  people  died  every  month, 
with  December  taking  the  highest  toll  (16). 

Eighty-one  of  those  who  died  were 
white.  28  African  American.  23  Hispanic, 
three  Native  American  and  three  unknown 
or  undetermined.  One  hundred  and  twenty 
seven  were  men.  The  average  age  at  death 
for  men  was  4 1 .  about  20  years  lower  than 
the  San  Francisco  norm. 

Eleven  homeless  women  died  this  year, 
including  an  18-year  old  runaway  near 
Ocean  Beach,  who  overdosed  in  the  van 
where  she  lived.  The  average  age  at  death 
for  women  was  42.  at  least  34  years  lower 
than  the  average  for  women  in  the  general 
population. 

Homeless  l  atinos  Find  Closed 
Doors  and  Violent  Streets 

All  that  the  police  found  in  Marco 
Villalobos'  pocket  was  one  Guatemalan 
peso.  Villalobos.  one  of  thousands  ol  Cen- 
tral American  refugees  who  come  north 
seeking  work,  had  hung  himsell  from  a  tree 
in  a  South  of  Market  alley  on  Jan.  20.  It  was 
40  degrees  outside  at  7:30  a.m.  when  the 
police  discovered  him. 

Many  of  the  23  Latino  homeless  deaths 
resulted  from  gunshots  or  other  violent  inci- 
dents. The  23  homeless  Latinos  who  died  in 
1992  brought  the  total  for  the  last  two  years 
to  40.  nearly  three  times 
asmanyasl989and!990 
combined  (14).  Only 
seven  Latino  deaths  oc- 
curred in  both  1990  and 
1989.  Nearly  all  of  the 
homeless  Latinos  who 
died  this  year  were  young 
men,  with  an  average  age 
of  only  33. 

According  to  city 
health  department  offi- 
cials and  members  of 
AYUDA  (Accion  y  Un- 
idad  del  Desamparado 
Latino),  an  outreach  or- 
ganization for  homeless 
Latinos,  there  has  been  a 
surge  in  homelessness 

among  Latinos  in  the  last 
few  years.  Many  young 
men  come  to  San  Fran- 
cisco from  other  West 
Coast  towns,  from 
Mexico,  or  from  war-torn 
Guatemala  and  El  Salva- 
dor. Without  family, 
steady  work,  or  income, 
they  have  nowhere  to  turn 
but  the  streets. 

"The  way  they're 
forced  to  make  a  living 
because  of  their  illegal 
status  puts  them  in  a  very 
dangerous  and  unbearable 
situation  which  leads  to 
suicides  and  homicides," 
said  Malcom  Garcia,  the 
director  of  the  Tenderloin 
Self  Help  Center,  which 
offers  weekly  support 
groups  for  homeless 
Latinos. 

"They're  not  just  up 
here  sucking  up  Ameri- 
can dollars  and  then  go- 
ing home.  They're  run- 
ning for  their  lives. 
They're  up  here  as  a  con- 
sequence of  U.S.  inter- 
vention in  their  country 
and  the  resulting  oppression." 

City  services  for  homeless  Latinos  are 
woefully  inadequate,  claim  members  of 
AYUDA.  City  Hall  acknowledges  the  short- 
fall, and  both  Bob  Prentice,  the  city's  direc- 
tor of  Health  Care  for  the  Homeless,  and 
Larry  Cruz,  the  mayor's  homeless  coordi- 
nator, say  the  city  has  tried  to  respond  with 
more  bilingual  staffers  and  increased  bilin- 
gual health  care  services  at  two  central  city 
clinics.  But  they  concede  that  the  need  for 
services  far  outstrips  the  response. 

Jose  Douglas  Garcia,  a  22-year  old 
homeless  man  who  is  one  of  AYUDA 's 
four  coordinators,  said  that  many  homeless 
Latinos  prefer  to  stay  under  freeways  or  in 
isolated  camps  rather  than  deal  with  an 
unfamiliar  shelter  system.  AYUDA  mem- 
bers walk  to  encampments  beneath  free- 
ways and  in  abandoned  buildings  to  offer 


homeless  Latinos  information  and  assis- 
tance, and  are  trying  to  work  with  the  city  to 
improve  services. 

"Many  Latinos  don't  know  what  is 
available,"  Garcia  told  the  Times,  through 
a  translator.  "No  one  provides  the  informa- 
tion. Others  would  rather  stay  away,  be- 
cause they  feel  the  Multi-Service  Centers 
are  more  like  prisons  than  shelters."  Garcia 
and  others  have  gone  before  the  Board  of 
Supervisors  Social  Policy  Committee  and 


years  of  his  life  giving  volunteer  counseling 
to  people  who  were  HIV  positive,  as  he  was. 

Homeless  and  diagnosed  with  AIDS. 
Charles  had  told  only  a  few  friends  of  his 
deteriorating  health,  ongoing  drug  abuse, 
and  depression. 

Last  April  1 2,  at  the  end  of  his  strength, 
Charles  took  his  own  life  by  overdosing  on 
barbituates  in  the  Tenderloin  apartment  of  a 
man  for  whom  he  was  caring.  He  himself 
had  no  home. 

Phyllis  Jean  Jackson,  senior  outreach 
worker  at  the  Glide-Goodlett  AIDS  Project 
at  Glide  Memorial  Church,  where  Tony 
volunteered,  remembered  him  as  someone 


The  artist  who  created  this  mural  at  Third  and  Howard  streets  tells  of  138  lives. 


Graphic  by  Jim  McLaren 

As  this  representational  map  indicates,  most  deaths  occurred  in  the  Tenderloin,  the  Mission,  and  the  South  of  Market,  with  the  highest 
toll  in  the  Tenderloin.  As  indicated  in  the  inset. Eddy  Street  had  eight,  the  most  of  any  street. 


met  with  Cruz,  but  have  garnered  little 
response.  "As  far  as  the  city  is  concerned, 
we  don't  exist." 

Richard  Marquez,  a  mental  health  ad- 
vocate for  the  City's  Health  Care  for  the 
Homeless  program  and  a  coordinator  of 
AYUDA,  agreed  that  homeless  Latinos  are 
often  shut  out  from  services.  Marquez  noted 
that  although  the  number  of  homeless 
Latinos  has  risen  in  recent  years,  the  num- 
ber of  homeless  services  located  in  the 
Mission  has  not. 

"There  has  been  a  'Missionization'  of 
the  homeless"  said  Marquez.  "And  in  fact 
there  are  homeless  people  living  in  many 
different  parts  of  the  city  other  than  the 
Tenderloin,"  where  homeless  sevices  are 
concentrated. 

The  Rising  Tide  of  HIV 
Tony  Charles,  25,  spent  the  last  two 


who  gave  more  to  others  than  to  himself. 

"Tony  had  told  me  that  when  the  pain 
got  too  great,  he  would  take  his  own  life," 
Jackson  remembered.  "If  we  hadn't  had  a 
service  for  him.  he  would  have  been  just 
another  homeless  person  dying  alone,  with- 
out anybody  giving  a  shit." 

This  year,  ten  homeless  people  died  of 
AIDS,  continuing  a  growing  link  between 
homelessness  and  the  AIDS  virus.  Health 
workers  view  HIV  positive  status  as  a  par- 
ticular danger  to  homeless  people,  who,  not 
as  well  connected  to  the  AIDS  support  net- 
work, are  more  likely  to  participate  in  'high- 
risk'  behaviors  such  as  IV-drug  use  than 
other  segments  of  the  population. 

Dr.  Dan  Wlodarczyk,  medical  director 
of  the  city's  Health  Care  for  the  Homeless 
program,  said  that  the  rise  in  AIDS-related 
deaths  in  the  last  few  years  is  not  surprising. 


given  the  trends  that  the  epidemic  virus  has 
taken. 

"There  are  more  AIDS  deaths  among 
drug  users  now  than  there  were  before," 
said  Dr.  Wlodarczyk,  noting  this  is  part  of 
the  changing  pattern  of  the  epidemic  of 
AIDS,  which  can  take  as  long  as  10  years  to 
become  full  blown.  "It's  also  more  likely 
now  that  people  of  lower  socio-economic 
status  have  AIDS  than  a  few  years  ago." 
City  Takes  Small  Steps  to  Stop  the  Dying 

Two  recent  programs  have  offered  some 
hope  to  those  in  most  danger  of  dying  home- 
less. The  North  of  Market  Multi-Service 
Center  has  set  aside  25  beds  for  homeless 
people  who  would  be  in  medical  danger  if 
released  from  hospitals,  health  clinics  or 
shelters  without  anywhere  to  recover.  The 
Department  of  Social  Services  also  reserves 
25  single  occupancy  residential  hotel  rooms 
each  night  in  its  medical  emergency  shelter 
program. 

In  addition,  a  long-awaited  drop-in  cen- 
ter for  homeless  subsumce  abusers  opened 
September  2  at  39  Fell  Street.  The  center  is 
seen  by  advocates  for  the  homeless  as  a 
crucial  resource  to  stem  street  deaths. 
Twenty  people  at  a  time  can  use  the  drop-in 
center  for  up  to  16  hours  to  rest,  shower  or 
sober  up.  and  get  access  to  a  shelter  or  detox 
program  if  space  is  available. 

Despite  these  changes,  an  estimated 
6.000  people  are  without  shelter  on  any 
given  night,  and  not  all  people  vulnerable 
after  a  hospital  visit  are  able  to  find  a  respite 
bed  or  room  in  a  shelter.  On  October  3 1 . 

1992,  Richard 
Waldron.  53.  died 
near  the  corner  of 
4th  and  Market 
streets  just  five 
days  after  being 
released  from  San 
Francisco  General 
Hospital,  where  he 
had  been  treated  for 
seizures  and  neu- 
rological problems 
related  to  alcohol 
abuse.  Two  other 
individuals  died 
within  one  day  of 
being  released 
from  a  city  emer- 
gency room. 

Sometimes 
homeless  people 
need  a  longer  stay 
at  a  hospital.  Some- 
times they  need  just 
a  blanket. 

On  January  21 , 
a  night  when  out- 
side temperatures 
reached  the  30s, 
Ronald  Gerald 
Williams,  known 
as  "Buzzard,"  went 
to  sleep  in  Golden 
Gate  Park  without 
a  blanket.  Accord- 
ing to  a  homeless 
friend  who  had 
tried  to  awaken  him 
in  the  morning. 
Williams  was  still 
alive  when  police 
officers  were  sum- 
moned to  help.  But 
they  simply  tried  to 
shake  Williams 
awake.  Unsuccess- 
ful, they  left  the 
scene.  He  died  a 
few  hours  later. 
The  diagnosis:  hy- 
pothermia. Dr.  Ja- 


son Tent  of  the  Medical  Examiner's  Office 
recorded  Williams'  body  temperature  at  60 
degrees. 

Ray  Masterson,  a  friend  of  Williams 
and  a  staffer  at  the  Homeless  Veterans  Ac- 
tion Committee,  said,  "A  lot  of  times  the  last 
we  see  of  a  friend  is  when  the  coroner's  van 
takes  him  away.  It's  a  shame  that  someone 
must  die  before  anyone  cares  enough  to  take 
a  close  look  at  a  human  being.' 

Dr.  Dan  Wlodarczyk,  medical  director 
of  Health  Care  for  the  Homeless,  said  of  the 
deaths,  "It  tells  us  that  we  have  to  provide 
new  services,  especially  for  Spanish-speak- 
ing people,  people  with  AIDS,  and  sub- 
stance abusers. 

— Josh  Brandon  contributed  to  this  report 

*  Statistics  are  based  on  138  deaths,  al- 
though 24  causes  of  death  are  pending. 


How  the  Times  Tracked 
Down  the  138  Lives  Lost 


by  Bill  Kisliuk 

Undelivered  letters,  tattered  clothes, 
no  next  of  kin,  and  a  finding  of  "no 
known  address".. .these  are  all  tell- 
tale signs  from  Coroner's  reports  that  an- 
other homeless  person  has  died  in  San  Fran- 
cisco. 

The  Tenderloin  Times'  annual  investi- 
gation of  homeless  deaths  requires  hun- 
dreds of  hours  of  research  including  analy- 
sis of  over  1,500  Coroner's  reports  and 
hundreds  of  health  department  death  certifi- 
cates. The  Times  then  conducts  about  100 
follow-up  interviews  with  hospital  staff, 
shelter  workers,  emergency  shelter  hotel 
managers  and  residents,  police  officers,  and 
homeless  people  to  determine  whether  those 
who  died  were  homeless. 

There  are  two  key  elements  in  the 
Coroner's  reports  that  are  essential  to  our 


investigation.  The  most  important  is  the 
case  history,  which  provides  a  narrative  of 
the  circumstances  of  death  when  the  Coro- 
ner came  on  the  scene.  The  other  is  the 
space  provided  for  the  deceased's  resi- 
dence. 

In  some  cases  the  coroner's  case  his- 
tory states  plainly  that  the  person  was  home- 
less or  had  "no  known  local  address."  Of- 
ten, people  are  found  dead,  or  near  death,  in 
public  parks  or  on  the  streets  and  alleys 
where  they  slept — simple  and  powerful 
testimony  that  they  were  homeless. 

Others  die  while  staying  in  a  shelter  or 
in  one  of  the  approximately  two  dozen 
residential  hotels  where  the  City's  Depart- 
ment of  Social  Services  temporarily  houses 
homeless  people.  In  these  cases,  the  Coro- 
ner often  lists  the  shelter  as  a  residence,  and 
we  go  to  that  address  to  find  out  whether  he 
or  she  was  a  resident  (a  tenant  for  more  than 
30  days)  or  was  housed  temporarily  through 


How  to  find 
an  affordable 
home  loan 
that  can  open 
a  lot  of  doors. 


At  Citibank,  we  know  that  homeownership 
is  a  vital  part  of  the  American  dream.  We  also 
know  that  finding  the  right  home  loan  is  as 
important  as  finding  the  right  house. 

That's  why  we  offer  more  kinds  of  mortgages, 
with  more  options,  than  most  other  lenders. 
We  specialize  in  opening  the  door  to  afford- 
able home  financing,  based  on  your 
individual  financial  situation. 

The  way  we  look  at  it,  one  of  our  primary 
responsibilities— to  you  and  the  communities 
we  serve— is  to  create  an  opportunity,  where 
perhaps  there  was  none  before. 

So  call  a  Citibank  Mortgage  Office  soon 
to  let  us  know  how  we  can  help.  Remember, 
wed  like  you  to  think  of  Citibank  as 
opportunity  knocking. 


CITIBANK* 


MORTGAGE  OFFICES 
Northern  California:  Ookland  (510)  271-8556  •  Socramento  (916)  484-6911 
San  Francisco  (415)  922-1190  •  San  Jose  (408)  453-1350 
Southern  California:  Corona  (714)  371-7206  •  Los  Angeles  ( 310)  312-1560 
Orange  (714)  634-0931  •  Pasadena  (818)  796-8700  •  Torrance  (310)  375  0055 


t,  1992  Cltlbonk.  Federal  Savings  Bank  •  FDIC  Insured  •  Certain  restrictions  may  apply 


LENDER 


the  city's  emergency  shelter  program. 

Other  sections  of  the  case  history  reveal 
additional  pieces  of  telling  information.  If 
the  Coroner  identified  the  body  by  checking 
police  fingerprint  files,  that  might  indicate 
that  the  Coroner  could  find  no  one  who 
knew  the  person.  The  box  that  indicates 
whether  relatives  were  notified  can  also  tell 
part  of  the  story.  Sometimes  no  relative  is 
found  or  a  letter  sent  to  the  person's  last 
known  address  is  returned  unopened. 

The  Coroner  is  required  by  law  to  in- 
vestigate all  deaths  due  to  non-natural  causes 
such  as  homicides,  suicides,  and  accidents, 
as  well  as  all  solitary  deaths,  deaths  where 
there  is  no  attending  physician,  and  all  deaths 
involving  contagious  diseases. 

But  Coroner's  reports  don't  tell  the 
whole  story.  Many  homeless  deaths  do  not 
come  to  the  Coroner's  attention  because  a 
person  was  under  medical  care  at  the  time  of 
their  demise. 

For  instance,  of  the  10  deaths  due  to 
AIDS  in  1992.  five  did  not  come  to  the 
attention  of  the  Coroner.  That's  because  in 
the  last  days  and  weeks  of  their  lives,  these 
homeless  people  were  receiving  hospital 
care. 

To  track  down  homeless  AIDS  deaths, 
we  conduct  a  complicated  search  of  the 
city's  Department  of  Public  Health  records. 
That  agency  contracts  with  a  local  mortuary 
service  that  cremates  and  disposes  of  the 
bodies  of  San  Francisco's  indigent  dead — 
those  people  who  did  not  provide  for  their 
own  burial  or  whose  families  could  not  pay 
for  the  burial.  We  look  at  the  mortuary's 
billing  statements  (at  the  Department  of 
Public  Health)  to  find  out  who  these  people 
are  and  then  we  locate  their  certificates  of 


death. 

Death  certificates  provide  scant  infor- 
mation compared  to  Coroner's  reports,  but 
often  contain  enough  evidence  to  indicate 
that  someone  might  have  been  homeless. 
For  example,  an  address  may  be  listed  as 
"pending"  or  "unknown."  or  the  attending 
physician  may  only  have  known  the  patient 
for  a  couple  of  days. 

We  follow  up  with  phone  calls  and 
visits  with  the  sources  gleaned  from  the 
report — doctors,  officials,  next  of  kin — to 
sleuth  out  any  useful  information. 

Simply  taking  Coroner's  reports  or 
death  certificates  at  face  value  would  be  less 
than  accurate.  Not  all  Coroner's  cases  listed 
as  having  no  known  address  are  homeless 
people.  Not  all  death  certificates  with  an 
"unknown"'  or  "pending"  mean  that  a  per- 
son lived  on  the  streets. 

The  Tenderloin  Times  study  does  have 
its  limitations.  The  count  may  be  conserva- 
tive. Hospitals,  shelters  or  doctors  some- 
times refuse  to  provide  information  because 
of  concerns  about  confidentiality.  Coroner's 
reports  and  health  department  documents 
occasionally  provide  an  address  which  is 
out-of-date  or  incorrect,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  that  some  of  these  reports  pass  unno- 
ticed in  our  investigation. 

Nevertheless.  The  Times'  count  and 
analysis  provides  unique  information  about 
homeless  death  trends.  It  is  our  hope  that 
other  concerned  print  media,  city  govern- 
ments, and  private  agencies  will  take  up 
similar  investigations  elsewhere.  Though 
they  tell  a  grim  and  tragic  tale,  these  annual 
homeless  death  counts  help  provide  infor- 
mation that  can  lead  to  effective  prevention 
programs. 


A  National  Memorial  Day  for 
Homeless  People  Who  Have  Died 


On  December  21.  major  cities  across 
America,  from  Anchorage  to  Minneapolis, 
will  memorialize  the  thousands  of  homeless 
people  who  have  died  preventable  deaths  in 
our  country. 

The  local  service  will  take  place  at 
Civic  Center  Pla/a  across  ihe  street  from 


City  Hall  at  5:30  p.m.  A  candle  will  he  lit 
every  hour  for  each  of  the  138  homeless 
people  starting  on  Dec.  15  at  I  I  p.m.  The 
vigil  will  culminate  in  a  memorial  service 
led  by  Rev.  Glenda  Hope  of  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Network  Mimsiries. 
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Food       Pag  e 


meal  ticket 


Cafe  Central  -  220  Golden  Gate 
Avenue.  A  small  cafe  in  the  mez- 
zanine of  the  Y.M.C.A.  The  cafe 
serves  complete  breakfasts,  daily 
lunch  specials  and  homemade 
soups  and  bread,  everything  from 
Tomato  Basil  to  Clam  Chowder. 
Also  boasts  a  salad  bar.  Breakfast 

6  lunch  start  from  $1.25  -  $3.75. 
OpenMon-Fri.,7:30a.m.-2:00p.m. 
885-0460. 

*Free  cup  of  coffee  w  hen  you  men- 
tion The  Tenderloin  Times* 

Dottie's  True  Blue  Cafe  -  522 

Jones  Street.  Dishes  from  scratch 
and  fresh  to  order,  includingstraw- 
berry  pancakes,  yogurt,  juices,  cof- 
fee and  soup.  Lunch  specials  offer 
pizzas,  pastas  and  more.  Senior 
discount  menu  is  available  from 
9:30a.m.  - 1 1a.m.  Price  range:  $1 .25 
-  $8.  Open  7  days,  7  am  -  2  pm.  All 
day  breakfasts.  Sat.  and  Sun. 
lunches  from  11:30  a.m.  -  2  p.m. 
and  breakfast  from  7a.m. -lp.m. 
885-2767. 

Due  Ky  Restaurant  -  492  Ellis 
Street.  A  top  vote-getter  in  the  1 989 
Tenderloin  Times  resturant  con- 
test. Items  include  catfish  hot  & 
sour  soup,  seafood  fire  pot,  and 
barbecued  pork  over  rice.  Price 
range:  $3-  $4.75.  Open  7  days, 
9a.m.-9p.m.  928-5188. 

Fancy  Island  -  434  Larkin  St.  Caf- 
eteria-style restaurant  serving 
American  breakfasts  and  Chinese 
lunches  and  dinners.  Nine  break- 
fast specials  come  with  free  coffee 
or  tea.  And  steamtable  Chinese 
lunches  come  with  free  soup  and 
jello.  The  most  popular  dishes  in- 
clude Chinese  Spicy  Mongolian 
Beef,  and  Kung  Pao  Chicken.  No 
MSG.  Price  range:  $.90-$3.75.  Open 

7  days  a  week.  Hours  Mon-Fri.,  6 
a.m.-6  p.m.;  Sat.,  7  a.m.-3:30  p.m.; 
Sun.,  8  a.m.-2  p.m.  771-2739. 

Pink  Flamingo  -  448  Larkin  St. 
Vietnamese  and  Chinese  food  from 
mild  to  spicy.  Specialties  include  red 
snapper  in  black  bean  and  ginger 
sauce,  chicken  in  coconut  curry,  and 
beef  kebabs  and  imperial  rolls.  Veg- 
etarian dishes  served  as  well.  Price 
range:  lunch  and  dinner  from  $2.95- 
$6.50.  Open  Mon-Sat,  \Q  a.m.-9  p.m. 
885-0965. 

*  all  restaurants  are  paid  advertising. 


Wlio's  Hoi  i n 
tlie  KitclienT 

by  Eric  Robertson 

SOUPS.  GOOD  FOOD,  DIRT 
CHEAP  -  EVERYONE  WEL- 
COME! The  hand-painted 
window  slopped  me  dead  on  my  feet.  I  re- 
read the  big  red  lettering.  Good  food,  dirt 
cheap?  For  a  moment.  1  stood  dumb- 
founded. "Hey.  this  makes  loo  much 
sense — this  is  exactly  my  kind  of  place,"  I 
thought. 

Wary  that  my  dream  might  be 
shattered.  I  edged  closer  to  the  window 
and  looked  in.  A  smiling,  auburn-haired 
man  served  a  heavy  woman  seated  at  the 
long  counter.  On  careful  fingertips  he 
presented  her  a  large,  steaming  bowl  of 
thick  soup.  My  stomach  rolled  a  low 
dirge.  My  mouth  watered.  I  went  in... 

The  man.  Richard  Gaule.  opened 
Soups  four  months  ago  with  a  simple  idea 
in  mind:  to  provide  a  hot.  healthy,  filling 
meal  for  a  low  price,  and  to  encourage 
other  community  run  businesses  to  do  so 
as  well. 

The  menu  is  short,  but  indeed  good 
and  cheap.  The  hearty  soups  are  all 
homemade  and  DEE-LICIOUS!  There  are 
usually  two — $2  vegetarian  soups,  and 
one  meat  soup  (lentil  and  sausage  for 
$2.50  or  chili  for  S3).  I  had  the  split 
pea — good  to  the  last  drop.  All  soups 
include  a  free  half-bowl  refill  and  comes 
with  crackers  and  your  choice  of  coffee, 
tea,  or  milk.  And  the  price  is  straight  up — 
tax  included.  There  are  no  odd,  perturbing 
numbers  that  break  your  last  buck  and 
make  you  feel  cheated. 

The  atmosphere  is  clean,  comfortable 
and  handicapped  accessible.  Pink 
stenciled  soup  bowls  follow  the  moulding 
around  the  wall.  Neatly  stacked  pots  and 
orderly  spices  line  high  shelves  with  big 


<£s  HAPPY  BIRTHDAY  <Jk 
MR.  NUTCRACKER  ™ 

Our  friend  mr.  nutcracker 
is  celebrating  his 

100th  BIRTHDAY! 

Come  out  and  see  him  and  his  shelf  mates. 
Santas,  snow  globes,  nesting  dolls,  cookie  jars 
and  lots  of  other  Holiday  gifts  and  ornaments 
created  by  Vietri.  Christopher  Radbo.  Fitz  &  Floyd. 

Snow  Village.'" Arthur  Court  and  many  more. 
ENTER  OUR  DRAWING  FOR  A  30"  QUILTED  SANTA 

NO  PURCHASE  NECESSARY. 
(He's  gorgeous. ..he's  collectible. . .and he's  recycled! 
See  contest  rules  at  store) 


THE  CLIFF  HOUSE 

CHRISTMAS  SHOP 


1090  Point  Lobos  at  Seal  Rocb  •  San  Francisco  •  387-5993 


shining  ladles  hanging 
below.  And  best  of  all. 
there  is  a  feeling  of 
community  and  caring. 
A  wry  playfulness 
between  the  auburn- 
haired  proprietor  and 
clientele  sets  others  at 
ease  whether  eaves- 
dropping or  reading  the 
paper. 

Gaule  has  worked 
and  lived  in  the 
Tender  loin  on  and  off 
for  10  years,  managing 
residential  hotels  like 
the  Elk  and  Balboa.  It 
is  here  that  he  got  to 
know  Tenderloin  - 
people  and  their 
desires.  With  the 
people  in  mind.  Gaule 
came  up  with  his  most 
radical  idea — to  hire 
and  train  one  of  his 
own  customers  to  take 
over  the  cafe.  With  this 
done  he  hopes  to  open 
another  a  few  blocks 
away,  turn  it  over,  then 
open  another,  and 
another,  and  so  on — 
creating  community 
operated  businesses, 
self  sufficiency,  and  a 
sense  of  unity  now 
lacking  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

It  is  a  radical  idea 
(one  customer  chided  that  the  restaurant 
should  be  called  "soups  and  nuts"),  but 
one  can  look  at  the  regular  customers  and 
see  a  common  twinkle  in  their  eyes.  One 
of  Soups'  first  patrons.  Bill  Freeman,  put 


Photo:  Eli  Bishop 
Richard  Gaule,  owner  of  the  newly  opened  Soups 


it  simply:  "The  owner  is  a  damn  good 
person,  the  food  is  damn  good,  and  the 
customers  are  damn  good." 

Soups  is  located  at  784  O'Farrell  St. 
Open  10  to  7  daily,  closed  Sundays. 


Oifc  Ky  Restaurant 


We  serve  all  kinds  of  Chinese  and 
Vietnamese  foods  such  as: 

•  Seafood  rice  noodle  soup  or  seafood  egg  noodle  soup 

•  Egg  mixed,  shredded  &  BBQ  pork  over  rice 

•  Imperial  Roll  &  BBQ  pork  with  rice  noodle 

•  Sauteed  prawn  with  pepper  and  salt 

•  Combination  chow  fun  or  chow  mein 

•  Sauteed  catfish  cooked  in  clay  pot 

•  Catfish  hot  &  sour  soup  •  Shrimp  &  jellyfish  salad 

•  Seafood  fire  pot  *  Chicken  salad 

Nha  hang  chung  toi  co  nhieu 
mon  an  Hoa  va  Viet  nhu: 

•  Hu  tie\i  hay  mi  seafood 


•  Lau  seafood 


•  Hu  tieu  hay  mi  xao  thap  cam 

•  Canh  chua  ca  bong  lao 

•  Ca  kho  to 

•  Tom  rang  muSi 


•  Com  xudn  bi  cha 

•  Bun  cha  gio  thit  ntldng 

•  Goi  sda  t6m 

•  Goi  ga  xe  phay 


•MGitfnfnaiuQjiriiiRja 


*  ASUS  matron  sa  wsvstvs 

<v    cm         *s  «v   *£.  v 
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Open  Daily:  9:00  a.m.-9:00  p.m. 

(415)928-5188 
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What's  Up  and  When 


feature  Christmas  music  from  the 
Middle  Ages  through  the  Baroque 
Period.  Old  First  Church,  1751  Sacra- 
mento St.  8pm  Call  (41 5)  474-1608 
for  info  $8-general,  $6-students,  $4- 
seniors  &  members. 
DECKMBKR  31 

New  Year's  Eve  Cortcert,  Community 
Music  Center's  orchestra  to  present 
Beethoven's  Symphony  No.  9  and  more 
in  a  late  night  concert!  First  Congrega- 
tional Church,  432  Mason  St.  10pm- 
12am  Call  (415)  647-6015  for  info. 
Free. 

Jtqge  0-  JcreeN 

DECEMBER  9 

More  Legends  and  folktales  of 
Brer  Rabbit,  Fun  loving  tales 
chronicling  the  adventures  and 
exploits  of  Brer  Rabbit.  Lorraine 
Hansburry  Theatre,  620  Sutter  St. 
(Runs  until  Dec.  20)  Call  (415)  474- 
8800  for  info. 


Photo:  Eli  Bishop 

Silent  Night  in  American  Sign  Language:  Children  rehearse  for  their 
performance  of  "Silent  Night  Holy  Night"  performed  Dec.  11  and  12  at  the 
YMCA  from  7  p.m.- 10  p.m.,  Dec.  17  at  1  p.m.  at  the  Salvation  Army,  and  Dec. 
20,  1  p.m.  at  Boeddeker  Park,  as  part  of  the  YMCA  Theater's  1992  Christmas 
Show,  "The  Second  Sheperd's  Play."  


kid  ftuff 


vlfioHf  &  voice/ 

DECEMBER  9 

Jazz,  join  Pearl  Ubungen  an  indepen- 
dent choreographer/performer  whose 
work  explores  contemporary  social 
issues.  Every  Monday  and  Wednesday  - 
5  30pm. -7:00pm.  San  Francisco 
Institute  of  Choreography.  50  Oak  St., 
4th  Fl.  Call  (415)  863-3229  for  more 
info. 

DECEMBER  20 

Posada:  A  Mexican  Christmas 

Tradition,  Explore  the  merry  making 


Mexican  tradition  of  Posada  celebrated 
by  the  Exploratoriums  Weekend  Film 
Program  through  song,  film,  and 
festive  activities  (including  a  pinata  and 
two  short  animated  works). 
Exploratorium,  3601  Lyon  St  1pm-4pm. 
Call  (415)  561-0348  for  more  info 
Events  are  free  with  museum  admis- 
sion. 

DECEMBER  24 

Traditional  Christmas  Eve  Concert, 

Old  First  Concerts  presents  the  Baroque 
Arts  Ensemble  whose  concert  will 


DECEMBER  10 
Craft  Program,  Holiday  craft  program: 
make  decorations  &  small  gifts  for  your 
holidays!  Children's  Dept.,  Main 
Library.  (Ages  6  &  older)  Call  (41 5)  557- 
4554  for  info. 

DECEMBER  12 

Annual  Holiday  Party  For  Children, 

Community  Music  Center's  Holiday 
party  features  a  short  Christmas  opera, 
followed  by  a  carol  sing-along,  snacks 
and  a  visit  from  Santa  Claus.  544  Capp 
St  1 1am.  Call  (415)  647-6015  for  info. 
Free 

DECEMBER  13 

Special  Christmas  Program  and  Art 
Workshops,  The  Mexican  Museum 
presents  a  day  of  art  workshops  and 
special  art  programs  for  children.  Fort 
Mason  Center.  1pm-4pm.  Call  (415) 


441-0404  for  info. 
Holiday  Singing,  The  SF  Children's 
Chorus  will  sing  holiday  folk  songs 
from  around  the  world  in  several 
languages  7pm  544  Capp  St.  Call 
(415)  647-601 5  for  info.  Free. 

DECEMBER  19 

Christmas  Party,  At  the  Tenderloin 
Recreation  Center's  Auditorium  (St 
Boniface  Church,  133  Golden  Gate 
Ave.)  Entertainment  includes  Christmas 
party  and  stocking  give  away!  (1st 
come  1st  serve  only!)  for  children  ages 
5-12  FREE 

Puppet  Show,  Scott  Levkof  &  the 
Carnival  of  Wonders  Puppet  Theatre 
present  their  holiday  puppet  show. 
Children's  Dept.,  Mam  Library.  (Ages  6 
&  older)  Call  (415)  557-4554  for  info 
Free. 

JociciLiziN*  JeNior 

DECEMBER  22 
Christmas  Party,  North  Of  Market 
Senior  Services  is  holding  a  Christmas 
party  for  its  Southeast  Asian  senior 
clients.  Includes  luncheon  sponsored  by 
Chinatown's  Self  Help  For  The  Elderly. 
Pre-registration  required!  Call  (415) 
885-2274  for  info 

Second  Annual  Holiday  Lights  Bus 
Tour,  Join  a  group  of  older  lesbian  and 
gay  men  for  a  ride  through  the  SF 
neighborhoods  and  vistas.  Reservations 
required.  Call  (41 5)  626-7000  ext.  135 
for  more  info.  $7 
DECEMBER  27 

Live  Jazz  of  the  30's  and  40's  with 
Scott  Cady  on  piano  at  the  JCC's 
Montefiores  Senior  Center,  3200 
California  St.  Call  (415)  346-6040  for 
more  info.  Free. 
DECEMBER  13 

Montefiore  Bazaar,  Sponsored  by  the 
Montefiore's  Senior  Center,  3200 
California  St.  Call  (41  5)  346-6040  for 
more  info.  Free 


Poetry  fi  Prose 


MIDDEN 

mary  of  roses  beckoning  hair  spun  in  a  stone  cathedral  in 
the  belly  of  the  sun  help  us  our  imaginations  soar  like  an 
air  show 

light  dry  signals  in  the  warm  wet  crops  puddings  clouds 

snowy  mountains  black  rock  dessert  back  drop  nevada  the 

window  on  the  other  side  of  the  house  paper  dreams  severe 

rains  a  crop  of  wild  pups  blue  black  pebbles  in  the  wet 

warm  grass  rain  soaked  slick  clay  roads  in  the  raw  and 

unbridled  night  we  laugh  clear  lake  water  and  winter  syllables 

pile  up  top  cream  in  the  low  light  of  dawn  rain  parts  the  road 

chimney  rock  red  dots  puddle  the  rabbit  warms  the  hand  of  the  slaughterer 

his  soul  departs  gets  up  moves  stuff  the  next  minute 

there  is  music  in  it. 

Marsha  Campbell 


Lost  and  Found 

The  loss  of  hat  and  coat 
Lumped  his  throat 
And  set  his  heart  aquiver 
Though  surely  had  he  saved  them 
He  would  ne'er  have  swam  the  river. 

So  on  the  bank 
He  built  a  fire 

And  warmed  as  best  he  could 
Yearning  for  the  home  he  missed 
Where  once  his  house  had  stood. 

This  homeless  guy 
Whose  eyes  had  cried 
Then  spied  a  dying  doe 
Whose  ebbing  life  had  ended 
Both  their  pain  and  woe. 

A  deerskin  coat 

Now  keeps  him  warm 

His  meal  is  steak  of  doe 

He  makes  himself  a  lean-to  hut. 

It's  as  it  was  before.      Carson  Bradfield 


It's  the  radio  station 
your  mother  always 
warned  you  about. 

( And  if  that's  not  a  good  enough  reason  to  listen,  nothing  is.) 


lit  lt4*jUU***&>**-i  0 


The  Many 


"I  will  try  to 
save  some 
money  be- 
cause I'm 
very  insecure 
about  my 
future  and 
probably  I 
will  walk 
from  one 
place  to 
another  just 
looking  for  a 
place  to 
spend  the 
/»      \  night." 

— Miro 

Photo  Eh  Bishop 

Miro  Scislowksi  stays  at  the  Episcopal  Sanctuary  with  Tenderloin  Times 
Reporter  Reuben  Anderson. 

A  Heart  to  Heart  on  Homelessness 

Tenderloin  Times  reporter  Reuben  Anderson.  36.  who  stays  at  the  Episcopal 
Sanctuary,  a  210-hed  homeless  shelter,  interviewed  another  resident  of  the  Shelter.  Miro 
Scislowski.  a  3H-year-old  Polish  immigrant 

Miro  has  been  homeless  in  San  Francisco  since  leaving  Alaska  three  months  ago. 
Miro  came  to  San  Francisco  because  he  did  not  want  to  submit  to  case  management,  which 
his  payee  required.  Reuben  became  homeless  in  September  after  the  Mil  brae  restaurant 
where  he  worked  as  a  kitchen  aide  was  forced  to  close  and  he  lost  his  job. 

Miro  and  Reuben  speak  frankly  on  what  it  means  to  be  homeless  in  America. 


Reuben:  Have  you  ever  thought  about 
what  you  would  do  after  the  shelter  time 
is  up?  Where  you  would  go?  Is  it  kind  of 
frightening  to  be  out  here  by  yourself 
because  of  the  weather  conditions  and 
some  of  the  crimes  that  happen? 
Miro:  The  weather  in  S.F.  is  very  pleas- 
ant and  it's  hard  to  find  a  better  place  to  be 
at  winter  time  than  S.F.  But  the  problem 
we  face  is  where  to  sleep.  The  shelters  are 
operating  on  some  kind  of  crazy  basis. 
They  are  giving  some  advice  to  people, 
but  later  are  kicking  them  out  with  noth- 
ing. 

The  first  thing  is.  the  job  market 
doesn't  exist  anymore  so  people  are  out 


of  the  job  force  a  long  time.  When  someone 
writes  an  application  and  notes  that  he's  out 
of  a  job — let 's  say  one  year  or  two  years — 
he's  not  considered  as  a  future  employee  at 
all,  because  the  employer  is  thinking  that 
his  attitude  changed  so  much  because  he  is 
homeless. 

Reuben:  So  what  you  are  saying  is,  that 
most  of  the  time  when  you  go  to  apply  for 
a  job  and  you  are  homeless  they  look 
strange  at  you,  they  figure  that  you  don't 
think  right  "up  stairs"  or  something? 
Miro:  I  think  that  is  a  part  of  it.  They  are 
assuming  that  only  people  with  some  kind 
of  attitude  problem  or  mental  problems  are 


on  the  streets. 

Reuben:  When  leaving  the  Episcopal 
Sanctuary  are  you  planning  on  leaving 

S.F.  or  arc  you  planning  on  getting  ;i  hotel 
room — or  have  you  applied  for  sections? 
Miro:  No  I  didn't  apply  for  section  8.  My 
situation  is  complicated  because.  I  don't 
know  what  will  happen  with  my  Social 
Security  benefits  that  I  have.  I  am  bound  to 
have  a  representative  payee  |a  legal  custo- 
dian who  manages  the  money  for  someone 
is  deemed  incapable  of  managing  money  |. 
which  is  making  my  life  very  difficult  be- 
cause I  have  no  relatives,  no  close  friends 
whom  I  can  trust. 

Reuben:  After  leaving  the  shelter  do  you 
think  you  will  get  a  hotel  room  in  the 
Tenderloin  or  anywhere  in  the  city? 
Miro:  The  prices  are  outrageous  and  the 
standards  at  the  hotels  are  so  low  I'm  find- 
ing that  it's  not  worth  it  to  support  the 
owners  with  my  rent,  and  I  do  not  intend  to 
stay  in  a  hotel.  I  don't  know  what  I  will  do. 
I  will  try  to  save  some  money  because  I'm 
very  insecure  about  my  future  and  probably 
I  will  walk  from  one  place  to  another  just 
looking  for  a  place  to  spend  the  night. 

Reuben:  DoyouthinkS.F.isdoingevcn 
thing  it  can  with  programs  to  help  the 
homeless? 

Miro:  In  S.F.  I  find  plenty  of  organizations 
and  programs,  but  the  programs  are  not 
looking  for  permanent  help.  They  are  patch- 
ing, they  are  patching  the  ragged  clothes  on 
the  homeless. 

Reuben:  What  do  you  think  about  the 
rent,  the  rent  prices  in  S.F.? 
Miro:  When  the  demand  is  higher,  the 
prices  are  going  along  with  demand  land  so 
rent  is  high).  That  is  the  political  system  that 
we  are  living  in.  that  we  are  working  in.  But 
having  a  roof  over  our  head.  I  believe  is  the 
right  for  everybody.  And  it  should  be  regu- 
lated, not  by  the  Housing  Authority,  where 
the  housing  become  a  ghettoof  crime  and  an 
unsafe  place  to  be. 

Reuben:  Why  do  think  that  most  of  the 
people  who  are  homeless  tend  to  congre- 
gate in  the  Tenderloin  area? 
Miro:  Working  people  can  afford  to  pay  the 
rent  in  other  areas  and  don't  want  to  be 
around  the  homeless.  That  means  we  have 
to  put  all  the  homeless  people,  all  the  poor 
people  in  one  area. 

Reuben:  So  you  are  saying  that  a  top  city 
official  is  pin-pointing  one  area  for  the 


homeless? 

Miro:  Yes.  They  are  trying  to  put  as  many 
| homeless |  people  as  possible  in  chosen 
areas,  where  the  law  and  police  surveil- 
lance is  totally  diflerenl  than  other  areas. 

Reuben:  Do  you  think  the  city  needs 
more  drop-in  centers? 
Miro: The  country  want  to  keep  the  home- 
less being  homeless.  If  they  wanted  to 
make  them  workers,  they  would  have  a 
program  for  people  who  wanted  to  go  for 
to  a  job.  That  means  somebody  would 
come  in  as  a  homeless  person  who  will 
leave  the  place  as  a  fully  employed  per- 
son, but  that  is  only  possible  il  the  job 
market  expands. 

Reuben:  It  seems  like  over  night  in  this 
whole  nation,  people  became  homeless. 
There  used  to  be  a  time  that 
homelessness  was  something  to  be 
ashamed  about  in  this  country.  But 
now  you  can  look  at  the  nation's  capital 
and  see  homeless  people  sleeping  in 
parks  and  building  fires  in  barrels. 
What  do  you  think  about  this? 
Miro:  Homelessness  is  spreading  to  the 
better  neighborhoods,  because  there  is  not 
enough  places  in  the  poor  ghettos  for 
them. 

Reuben:  Does  homelessness  make  you 
drink  or  use  drugs? 
Miro:  People  have  no  hope,  and  they  are 
looking  for  a  few  days  of  good  times,  but 
to  become  addicted  is  very  easy  because 
people  have  nothing  better  to  do  than 
looking  forward  to  their  bottle  of  whiskey 
or  Night  Train  for  the  heat.  It's  keeping 
the  people  occupied,  but  when  it's  keep- 
ing people  occupied  it 's  drowning  them  at 
the  same  time. 

After  a  first  arrest  and  a  second  arrest, 
people  don't  care  about  being  arrested 
any  more  because  they  learn  that  it's  not 
much  different  being  disciplined  than  be- 
ing homeless,  and  it's  a  time  to  get  shelter. 

Reuben:  Is  there  any  unity  in  homeless 
people? 

Miro:  Homeless  people  basically  never 
stick  together  and  they  are  very  hard  to 
organize  because  every  person  has  their 
own  ideas  about  how  to  spend  their  time. 
Homeless  people  learn  that  they  can't 
depend  on  other  homeless  people  because 
no  one  has  a  secure  future  and  they  are  not 
depending  on  themselves,  they  are  for- 
ever depending  on  organizations  and  pro- 
grams, but  not  on  themselves.  That  means 
they  can't  organize  themselves  because 
they  do  not  belong  to  themselves. 


A  Home  of  one's  Own 


continued  from  page  I 

between  1989  and  1990. 

The  Homebase  methodology,  also 
used  by  Los  Angeles  and  Seattle,  is  not  used 
by  San  Francisco.  Instead,  city  officials 
measure  homelessness  by  the  number  of 
people  w  ithout  a  home  on  any  given  night, 
w  hich  is  now  thought  to  be  8.000.  Homeless 


these  obstacles  by  believing  in  themselves 
and  their  right  to  housing,  and  who  struggle 
until  they  get  it.  Like  Chiel.  Ramona.  and 
Paul,  an  estimated  15,000  people  per  year 
somehow  navigate  through  the  city's  ser- 
vices to  become  self  sufficient. 

(  hief:  Stopping  the  Revolving  Door 
After  Chief  came  home  from  Vietnam 
to  his  Tachi  tribal  reservation  in  the  Central 


"Every  time  I  applied  for  a  job  and  said  I  was  homeless,  they  told  me  I 
needed  a  permanent  address,  or  that  they  couldn't  hire  me  because  if  I 
was  homeless  I  was  probably  unreliable," 

—Chief 


advocates  dispute  that  number,  saying  that 
there  could  be  as  many  as  10.000.  But 
neither  figure  does  justice  to  the  extent  of 
the  problem. 

Many  more  people  experience 
homelessness  in  San  Francisco  in  a  year 
than  these  nightly  figures  suggest.  And  the 
vast  majority  of  them  are  homeless  for  only 
weeks  or  a  few  months  rather  than  year- 
round,  as  the  static  nightly  number  of  8.000 
wrongly  implies. 

Homeless  people  have  become  San 
Francisco's  social  outcasts.  As  a  result, 
many  become  resigned  to  a  routine  of  sheer 
survival  and  a  life  with  no  future. 

Yet  there  are  perhaps  thousands  of 
people  each  year  who  are  able  to  overcome 


Valley,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Tachi  tribal 
council  for  eight  years  from  1973  to  1981. 
To  earn  a  living,  he  worked  on  farms  in 
neighboring  towns.  Chief  picked  cotton  for 
one  cent  a  pound  and  grapes  for  two  cents  a 
tray.  He  later  worked  in  construction,  dug 
trenches,  fought  fires,  and  taught  himself  to 
be  a  mechanic  and  an  industrial  welder.  He 
eventually  earned  certification  as  a  truck 
driver  in  the  late  70s. 

Landing  a  trucking  job  with  a  company 
based  in  San  Francisco.  Chief  travelled  the 
country,  but  over  the  years  he  also  began 
drinking  to  relieve  painful  war  memories. 
His  trucking  work  ended  one  day  in  1988 
when  he  became  stranded  in  the  city  with  no 
load. 


"I  was  on  a  rollercoaster  ride  where  I 
would  work  and  drive  a  truck,  get  paid, 
drink,  sober  up  and  go  back  to  driving  a 
truck."  says  Chief,  noting  that  he  stopped 
driving  in  part  so  he  wouldn't  lose  his  truck 
driving  credentials.  "That's  how  1  ended  up 
at  Civic  Center  in  1988." 

That  began  a  stint  of  homelessness  that 
lasted  four  years,  ending  in  1 992.  Through- 
out those  years.  Chief's  drinking  increased 
as  he  relived  the  terrors  of  war.  Veterans 
Administration  Hospital  records  state  that 
he  suffered  from  alcoholism  and  mental 
depression — often  symptoms  of  Post  Trau- 
matic Stress  Disorder,  a  common  condition 
of  people  who  have  survived  war. 


After  being 
homeless  for 
four  years, 
living  in  the 
city's  parks 
and  shelters. 
Chief  now 
lives  with  a 
friend  in  a 
downtown 
hotel. 

Photo  by 
Eli  Bishop 


Chief  was  fighting  the  bottle  and  him- 
self when  he  began  living  at  the  Civic  Cen- 
ter Park  in  front  of  City  Hall.  He  stayed 
there  for  two  years  until  then-Mayor  Art 
Agnos  prohibited  sleeping  in  the  Park  when 
his  new  Multi-Service  Centers  opened  in 
July.  1990. 

"1  was  the  77th  person  to  get  into  the 
South  of  Market  Multi-Service  Center  at 
5th  and  Bryant,  and  was  run  out  in  two 
weeks  because  they  got  me  unemployment 
benefits  of  $80  a  week."  Chief  says.  "They 
figured  that  was  enough  to  cover  rent,  which, 
of  course,  it  didn't."  His  unemployment 
check  was  less  than  a  General  Assistance 
grant  of  $345  a  month,  which  would  have 


Faces 


of  Homelessness 


A  New  Lease  on  Life 


Photo:  Jennifer  Cheek 
Tony,  29.  begins  a  new  lite  at  Raphael 
House  with  her  twins,  bom  October 
16 — Camille  and  Christian. 

1  Started  OUl  as  an  over- 
achiever,  but  I  ended  up  homeless 
around  my  drug  addiction — all  the 
money  1  had  went  to  drugs.  Since 
I've  been  enrolled  at  Raphael 
House  and  enrolled  in  MAMA 
(Moving  Addicted  Mothers  Ahead). 

I  have  been  clean.  My  babies  were 
bom  toxic-free.  1  know  this  is  my 
last  chance,  but  I'm  afraid  of 


success — if  I  succeed,  it'll  blow  my 
w  hole  image! 

After  I  find  a  place  and  settle 
down,  and  get  some  sobriety  under 
my  bell.  I  want  to  work  in  homeless 
shelters.  A  lot  of  people  who  work 
there  don  I  know  w  hat  it's  like  to  be 
homeless  or  what  makes  people  turn 
to  alcohol  or  drugs  The  talent  that's 
out  there  on  the  streets  is  incredible, 
li  s  just  thai,  lor  whatever  reason,  it's 
easier  for  some  ol  us  [0  be  on  the 
sireels  ihan  lo  ileal  with  SOCietJ 

For  years,  my  i<>b  was  to  get  as 

OlUCfa  drugs  -is  I  could  .mil  lhafs  a 
full-time  job,  il  you  re  an  aclclu  t   I  m 
not  strong  enough  to  Spend  lime  in 
the  TL  right  now  and  have  tempt. i- 
tion  m  m\  feee  all  the  lime  This  [the 

Tenderloin]  is  where  I  ve  done  all 
my  grow  ing  and  hanging  out 

The  Tl.  has  done  me  well — and 
bad — but  mostly  well  We're  all 
trying  to  live  and  breathe  and  gel  a 
life  here,  and  there's  a  lot  of  hope 
put  on  the  kids  of  the  TL. 

My  son  Christian  is  going  to  be  a 
poet  anil  smoke  Dunhills  and  drink 
capuccmo.s  And  Camille  is  going  to 
be  a  basketball  player  She  is  irre- 
pressible— she  II  be  the  first  woman 
president.  Our  motto  is  peace,  love 
and  clean  diapers 

— compiled  by  Julie  Gilden 


Photo  Eli  Bishop 
Ramona  at  her  new  apartment. 

also  included  food  stamps  and  medical  cov- 
erage. 

He  gathered  his  sleeping  bag.  back- 
pack, and  tent,  camped  in  Golden  Gate 
Park,  as  did  many  others,  and  went  looking 
for  work.  Even  as  he  tried  lo  overcome  his 
alcoholism,  he  was  faced  by  another  ob- 
stacle. Chief  discovered  that  prospective 
employers  paid  more  attention  to  his 
homelessness  than  to  his  10  years  of  job 
experience  driving  a  truck. 


trying  to  work  yourself  back  into  housing.'* 
Ramona:  Fighting  Back — and 
Winning 

According  to  the  tumaway  statistics  sup- 
plied by  Independent  Housing  Services,  the 
city's  co-ed  emergency  shelters  could  not 
provide  shelter  to  9.614  women  last  year. 

Yet  even  finding  shelter  often  is  not 
enough.  An  August,  1992  survey  of  women 
in  San  Francisco  shelters  showed  that  nearly 
half  of  them  did  not  feel  safe  there. 

When  Ramona  and  her  boyfriend  de- 
cided to  come  to  San  Francisco  to  look  for 
work,  she  didn't  expect  to  end  up  in  the  dire 
straits  that  she  did.  Neither  of  them  were  able 
to  find  a  job.  and  after  running  out  of  money 
they  were  forced  lo  live  in  their  car.  When  her 
boyfriend  was  arrested  on  drug  charges  on 
January  22.  Ramona  had  nowhere  to  go. 

"Being  homeless  and  not  being  able  to 
help  my  boyfriend  with  his  drug  problem, 
and  him  being  jailed  for  it,  just  made  our 
relationship  die."  she  says.  That's 
when  Ramona  came  face  to  face  with 
homelessness.  Life  at  the  Episcopal  Sanctu- 
ary, a  co-ed  shelter  at  8th  and  Howard,  of- 
fered her  a  place  out  of  the  cold,  but  she  didn't 
like  the  shelter  experience,  she  says,  explain- 
ing that  there  were  loo  many  women  in  the 
room  and  it  was  noisy  so  she  couldn't  get 
much  sleep. 

"My  scariest  moments  came  Irom  my 
daily  fear  that  I  just  wouldn't  make  it.  I  never 
thought  of  giving  up,  but  if  this  had  gone  on 
any  longer...."  Her  voice  trails  off. 


"My  scariest  moments  came  from  my  daily  fear  that  I  just  wouldn't  make 
it.  I  never  thought  of  giving  up,  but  if  this  had  gone  on  any  longer..." 

— Ramona 


"Every  time  I  applied  for  a  job  and  said 
1  was  homeless,  they  told  me  1  needed  a 
permanent  address,  or  that  they  couldn't 
hire  me  because  if  1  was  homeless  1  was 
probably  unreliable."  he  says. 

Chief  finally  decided  to  get  off  the 
streets  by  doubling  up  in  a  hotel  room  with 
someone  he  knew  and  trusted.  He  pinned 
down  some  pan-time  work  driving  a  truck 
and  has  now  settled  into  a  routine  that  al- 
lows him  to  do  some  volunteer  work  as 
well.  He  encourages  others  to  find  a  room- 
mate as  a  way  off  the  streets  because  "ser- 
vices forsingle  men  just  don'texist  if  you're 


At  the  height  of  her  depression.  Ramona's 
Episcopal  Sanctuary  caseworker  sent  her  to  a 
psychologist,  who  subsequently  sent  her  to 
the  El  Dorado  Hotel,  a  residential  mental 
health  facility  on  Howard  and  9th  streets. 

At  the  El  Dorado,  a  friend  told  her  to  put 
in  an  application  with  the  Housing  Authority 
for  a  Section  8  housing  subsidy.  She  did.  but 
was  listed  number  3.000  on  the  list  with  an 
expected  wait  of  at  least  three  years. 

But  Ramona  lucked  out.  Persistence  and 
a  good  attitude  paid  off. 

Although  she  had  doubts  of  ever  getting 
in.  she  kept  asking  Eric  Baker,  director  of  the 


The  Emperor's  New  Clothes 


Photo  Jennifer  Cheek 
Emperor  Arcadia,  who  once  walked  through  the  Tenderloin  dnppmg  wilh 
clanking  |ewelry  and  walking  with  a  regal  staff,  has  now  settled  into  a  simpler 
life  living  in  a  bus  in  China  Basin. 


oft  the  street  here  in  exchange  for 
keeping  the  block  clean.  There 
should  be  a  caretaker  on  every 
piece  of  property — that  would  get 
the  homeless  off  the  streets  and 
give  property  ow  ners  a  way  to  take 
cafe  ol  their  property 

I  am  isolated  because  of  the 
police.  They  are  using  Code  77A 
(requiring  vehicles  parked  on  the 
streets  to  be  moved  every  72 
hours)  as  a  weapon  to  bother  the 
homeless,  so  we  can't  concentrate 
our  forces  1  don't  know  where 
anybody  is  anymore  because  they 
make  US  move  all  the  lime 

I  live  on  Social  Security  and 
SSI — il  I  didn't  gel  thai.  I  d  prob- 
ably be  in  jail.  The  government 
should  pay  unemployed  people 
the  minimum  wage  Thai  would  be 
cheaper  than  what  it  COStS  lo  run 


social  programs 

I  want  to  develop  the  lot  nexl 
door  into  a  gypsy  tea  garden,  and 
give  out  baby  ffllit  lives  to  people 
w  ho  make  donations  to  the  poor  I 
want  to  take  the  old  MUNI  torpedo 
streetcars  that  are  warehoused  down 
the  street  and  turn  them  into 
rcsiuuranLs  for  the  homeless    .  ,  . 
throughout  the  city.  All  restaurants 
in  the  city  ought  lo  offer  one  free 
item,  to  go.  for  people  who  have  no 
money,  like  cheese  sandwiches 

I  used  to  be  known  lor  my 
clothes  They  used  to  write  about 
me  in  the  paper.  I  had  whips, 
capes,  swords,  like  Rudolph 
Valentino — half  man,  half  woman. 
Now  I  don't  have  any  more  clothes 

That's  what  I  want  lor  Christ- 
mas the  emperors  new  clothes. 

— compiled  by  Julie  Gilden 


project  to  rehabilitate  the  old  Hamlin  ho- 
tel, whether  any  rooms  would  be  available 
when  construction  was  finished.  She  did 
this  so  often  that  he  told  her  not  to  keep 
asking  about  it. 

She  kept  asking. 

In  September,  she  was  told  to  get  a 
GA  printout  to  be  taken  to  the  Housing 
Authority  office.  She  did,  some  proce- 
dures were  explained  to  her.  and  on  Fri- 
day. September  18.  she  stopped  asking 
when  she  could  move  in.  After  eight  years 
of  beingclosed  for  renovation,  the  Hamlin 
Hotel  was  being  reopened  by  the  North  of 
Market  Development  Corporation,  a  non- 
profit housing  developer. 

Eric  had  been  impressed  with 
Ramona,  and  had  an  opening  available.  "I 
saw  a  lot  of  stress  in  Ramona.  and  my 
heart  goes  out  to  anyone  under  those  cir- 


cumstances.'" says  Eric.  "She  had  a  real 
sincere  attitude  that  she  wanted  to  get  back 
into  mainstream  society." 
Paul:  A  Stumble  Is  Not  a  Fall 

Paul  Wiegand  and  his  wife  arrived  in 
San  Francisco  a  few  years  ago  with  nowhere 
to  go.  "My  wife  and  the  family  dog  got  in  at 
the  Episcopal  Sanctuary  and  I  got  to  sleep  in 
the  car."  says  Paul.  "And  things  got  worse 
after  that. 

"We  both  went  to  apply  for  Gen- 
eral Assistance  and  the  situation — the 
crowds,  the  noise,  the  waiting — was  so  un- 
bearable that  my  wife  broke  down,  we  ar- 
gued, and  I  ended  up  in  jail.  When  I  got  out. 
I  went  from  shelter  to  shelter  in  this  town, 
trying  to  find  the  resources  I  needed  for  us  to 
get  on  our  feet. 

"Instead,  we  were  being  kept  apart. 

continued' on  page  TO 
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Overcoming  the  Obstacles 


( ontiAued  from  page  9 

When  we  sought  some  advice  at  the  Tender- 
loin Sell  Help  Center,  our  peer  counselor 
told  my  wife  that  she  should  leave  me."  he 
says,  shaking  his  head  in  amazement  still. 

There  are  no  surve>  s  01  studies  to  sug- 
gest theextent  of  homelessness  among  child- 
less couples  because  there  are  virtually  no 
programs  here  specifically  targeted  tor  them. 
The  religious  nonprofits  providing  emer- 
gency shelter  do  not  allow  even  married 
couples  with  marriage  certificates  to  sleep 
together. 

When  Paul  finally  saw  ;i  case  manager 


in  one  shelter,  he  was  asked  whether  he 
needed  help.  Paul  said  he  needed  a  place  to 
write  a  resume  and  he  asked  it  any  work  was 
available.  "I  le  told  me.'*  Paul  relates,  ■  that  's 
okay,  but  how  can  I  really  help  you ?'  This 
guy  was  saying  that  my  supposed  social 
d\sf  unci  ion —after  all.  I  was  homeless — 
was  more  important  than  my  need  tor  work." 

Me  did  find  work.,  but  lost  the  jobs 
when  his  employers  found  out  that  he  had 
been  recently  |ailed  and  homeless. 

Alter  being  dismissed  from  one  job  as 
apartment  managers  because  of  his  police 


record  and  homelessness,  Paul  and  his  wife 
decided  to  take  action. 

Paul  sued  his  employer,  enlisting  the 
lawyers  at  the  Homeless  Advocacy  Project. 
The  case  settled  out  of  court  for  a  lump  sum 
that  enabled  the  couple  to  move  into  their 
present  apartment  in  the  Tenderloin  with  a 
nest  egg. 

Paul  now  works  as  an  advocate  at  the 
Coalition  on  I  lomelessness.  advising  othei 
homeless  people  and  helping  to  shape  San 
Pi  ancisco's  homeless  policies  and  programs. 
He  offers  some  hard  earned  advice  for  all 
homeless  people: 

"Don't  gel  caught  up  in  the  institu- 
tional trap  ol  this  industry.  A  lot  of  money 
is  going  to  people  w  ho  are  supposed  to  be 


serving  you.  Keep  demanding  whatever 
will  help  you  stabilize  yourself  and  keep 
you  inside  a  place  of  your  own. 

"Don't  accept  the  stereotypes  others 
may  try  to  impose  on  your  situation  and 
don't  concede  to  the  expectations  (hey  may 
have  that  you  are  helpless  and  a  victim  of 
your  own  screwups. 

"'Don't  bend  to  the  demeaning  and 
condenscendmg  attitude  man)  have  aboul 

homeless  people.  Keep  the  faith  in  yoursell 
that  you  have  value. 

"Just  because  you  are  homeless."  Paul 
concludes,  "doesn't  mean  you  can't  de- 
mand your  human  rights.  I  didn't  do  that 
then,  w  hen  I  was  homeless.  That's  why  I  am 
an  advocate  today." 


Leo  Inferrera,  PG&.E 


Dave  Powell,  PG&E 


We're  Building 
an  energy-efhcient 
Community  Together. 


PG&.E  and  the  San  Francisco  neigh- 
borhoods: A  partnership  that  began  more 
than  a  century  ago.  Today,  we  continue  to 
work  together  for  an  active,  involved,  and 
energy-efficient  community. 

PG&E  not  only  delivers  gas  and 
electricity  to  your  homes  and  businesses,  but 
helps  you  save  energy  everyday  through: 
•  Free  energy  inspections  offered  to  home- 
owners and  apartment  residents,  complete 
with  energy-saving  recommendations  and 


devices  like  water  heater  blankets,  fluores- 
cent lights,  or  low-flow  shower  heads. 

•  Rebates  on  the  installation  of  energy- 
saving  appliances  and  insulation,  offered 
in  cooperation  with  the  Electric  and  Gas 
Industries  Association. 

•  Free  analysis  of  lighting,  heating,  cooling 
and  other  energy-using  equipment  offered 
to  San  Francisco  apartment  and  multi-unit 
owners  and  managers. 

We're  a  part  of  your  community  in 


Loretta  Thomas-Forster,  PGckE 

many  other  ways  as  we  support  local 
organizations  like  the  San  Francisco  AIDS 
Foundation, The  Salvation  Army  Senior 
Activities  Center,  and  the  Chinese 
Newcomers  Service  Center. 

For  more  information  on  how  you 
can  save  energy  and  benefit  from  our 
partnership  with  San  Francisco  s  neighbor- 
hoods, call  your  local  PG&.E  office  at 
(415)995-5796. 


At  your  service. 


SMARTER  ENERGY  FOR  A  BETTER  WORLD 
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FOCUS  ON  HIV/AIDS 


The  Link 

Between 

Tuberculosis 

And  HIV 


The  estimated  25.000  people  in  San 
Francisco  with  HIV.  the  virus  that  causes 
AIDS,  are  at  high  risk  of  contracting  tuber- 
culosis as  a  result  of  the  grou  ing  numbers 
of  new  cases  here  and  the  new  virulent 
drug-resistent  strains  recently  appearing  in 
East  Coast  cities. 

For  HIV-positive  people,  their  rav- 
aged immune  systems  make  them  particu- 
larly susceptible  to  any  infection  or  dis- 
ease. But  the  resurgence  of  TB.  an  infec- 
tious killer  once  considered  nearly  eradi- 
cated in  the  United  States,  is  causing  grave 
concern  among  public  health  officials. 

This  new  wave  of  TB.  our  nation  s 
first  preventable  epidemic,  has  become  en- 
twined with  the  AIDS  disease,  the  world's 
most  recent  pandemic.  Nationally,  as  many 
as  40  percent  of  AIDS  patients  have  active 
TB  and  in  San  Francisco  about  20  percent 
of  TB  cases  have  AIDS. 


Without  treatment,  these  two  infections 
can  work  together  to  swiftly  shorten  the  life 
of  the  person  infected  with  both. 

TB.  however,  is  one  of  the  few  diseases 
related  to  HIV  infection  that  is  easily  pre- 
vented and  cured  with  medication. 

Anyone  testing  positive  for  HIV  should 
obtain  a  TB  skin  test  as  soon  as  possible 
through  the  Department  of  Public  Health. 
People  with  HIV-related  diseases. especially 
of  the  lungs,  should  receive  a  chest  radio- 
graph and  be  examined  for  extrapulmonary 
TB.  regardless  of  the  skin  test  results. 


uan  Jin 

ijas*^  Healing  Arts  Center 

A  Nonprofit  Clinic  Offering 
Acupuncture  &  Herbs  for 

•  Menopause 
•Smoking  Cessation  •  HIV 
•  PMS  •  Chronic  Hepatitis 
MediCal  •  Insurance  •  Sliding  Scale 
Call  (415)  861-4964  for  appointment 
1748  Market  Street  in  S.F. 
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Special  Events  Calendar 


December  7 
6  p.m. -8  p.m. 

"Legal  Inservice":  Will  cover  the  im- 
portance of  medical  power  of  attorney 
and  wills.  Sponsored  by  the  Bay  Area 
HIV  Support  and  Education  Services. 
For  information,  call  Dakota  at  749- 
6714.  Free. 


December  11 
7  p.m. 

'"ACT-OUT'*:  A  safe  sex  workshop 
for  gay/bisexual  Guamanians.  Spon- 
sored by  the  Asian  AIDS  Project.  For 
more  information,  call  Dominic  at  227- 
0946.  Free. 


December  16 
5:30  p.m. 

"Holiday  Open  House'*:  Come  cel- 
ebrate the  Tenderloin  AIDS  Resource 
Center's  two  year  anniversary.  At  187 
Golden  Gate  Avenue.  Refreshments, 
entertainment  and  lots  of  fun.  For 
more  information,  call  TARC  at  43 1  - 
7476.  Free. 

December  27 
10  p.m.  ? 

"FUN,  FUN.  FUN.  at  the  Rubber 
Club":  Live  shows,  contests,  and  safe 
sex  demonstrations.  Presented  by  the 
Asian  AIDS  Project  at  the  In  Touch 
Bar.  1548  Polk  St.  $2.  All  proceeds 
benefit  the  Asian  AIDs  Project.  For 
more  information,  call  Dominic  at 
227-0946. 


TENDERLOIN    AIDS    RESOURCE  CENTER 
EDUCATING,  EMPOWERING  AND  SUPPORTING 
PEOPLE  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY 
COUNSEUNG  SERVICES,  CASE. MANAGEMENT  AND  ON-GOING 
SUPPORT  GROUPS  ADDRESS  THE  FOLLOWING  ISSUES; 

HIV 

SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
TRANSGENDER  CONCERNS 

187  GOLDEN  GATE  AVE.    SF,  CA     94102     (415)  673-5442 


PARKING  SERVICES  FOR 
TENDERLOIN  RESIDENTS  &  BUSINESSES 


s9QK^tt^sn^8u^3^mii&9iiEQs;?ns^fi  GniCujsnjnu*  Hniwisl  saiGmianislna  6s2roro 

DICH  VU  CIU  XE  CHO  NHUN  COSOTHUONC  MAI  VA  NCUOI  DAN  CUA  KHU  TENDERLOIN 

885-3080 


Monthly  parking  as  low  as  $50  per  month.  We  will  try  to  design  monthly  parking  to  fit  your 
needs. 

Attended  or  patrolled  24  hrs.  a  day. 
Fenced  in,  lockable  spaace  or  inside  garage  spaces. 
We  care  for  our  customers'  secirotu  and  safety. 

Also  available:  auto  repairs,  auto  body  shop,  loan  cars  available  at  low  rates. 
We  have  rental  vans,  trucks  and  cars  available. 
Car  detailing  and  hand  washing  by  appointment. 

2s399JJ,  U9\Ja9nl2ffiStu^181C93. 
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Is  offering  the  following 
service  to  San  Fran- 
cisco Gay  / 
Bisexual  Men  with  HIV: 


We 
offer 
African3 
American 
and 

Multi-Ethnic 
Groups 

625  O'FARRELL 
STREET 


Drop-in  &  On-going 
Support  Groups 
fell: 
5-749-6714 

Trans- 
Gender 
roup 
starts 
Nov.  5th 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


3Royitl  Heat! 
PAWNBROKERS 

•  BUY     'SELL    •  TRADE 

MONEY  TO  LOAN 
Diamonds  •  watches  •  Jewelry 


TVs 


Video  Recorder* 
Stereos 


Musical  Instruments  »etc 

WE  •PAWN  •CARS 

INSTANT  CASH 

^ — r\  ANYTHING  OP  VAI.Ufl 


839  Lai  kin  st  (415)  340-5090 
II  I  WN  C.caiy  &  OTancll 


YMCA  Family 
Memberships 

The  YMCA  Offers  a  Family  Discount  Special  for 
Tenderloin  Families 

Cost:  S20  or  sliding  scale 

Sign  up  in  the  Central  YMCA 
Youth  Center 
220  Golden  Gate  Ave. 
885-0460 
*Jhis  od  brought  to  you  courtesy  of 
The  Tenderloin  Times. 
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9.  S^i^uaij^Sciee^tJOJi 
teiiiS:  xn\jei?iariiLii93, 
jnurmaas^thiauPioiFuj 

ft8*»3J11D883iJS\lf?ti0fflU 

tnaasciiutJ8U6,»3JiitJ 
muioctlut^uaau. 

8finiijci»»tiS^*iuoua3 
tiofaadnQmajaivijitiiuri  v 

8omjj£U3in.  d3u9ftaaju 
ft  o  n  an  u  u  ifi  n  u  uSft  tj  n  is  i 
8iatJCT»tJinaitman  ooo 

m  * 


SjulcKJl  UJOS)   cWSsn  mm  mm  mm  ■■  m  m 

ji*>uciitiaa£jT»u5ud)iHnaittartJicau 
Rn«jiai8aiiJioriut5tfiti*>8i'»7iuonts^aaa 
Su9\Jtjnm9iati£l$iJ. 

"?j  •>m«»jtJi0utiittasiSiJU8iicTi^ci  viu 
aaom*»ussji«ieji3Tjti»>8j»jt)t\j5iJii^8U.  Eii 
lOuee^oaijqijimeriJ'JU,  fiuoiuSlaa,  crn 
cisuoW,  eocI>i)?Sri#i»o,  cDuLteauJiiuft 


^lOnn^unliiiRuniJiiium 

fotsaiSuinij^ott^ija^eim^  750 
qimi90oai8^cojiii9tjoijioiu^ 

na5no3jiio-^t3uai8iU3883au^i3a8tiiu8i  d  CT3(lt^ij^m^o-aijt»ji^iJsjia^&ij0occiJiaj©t»rijj 
wuoa9U9iuoVi9a3Jjitta::?iJ6zii^  £oo  fiu.  weflu 

uonaWi^confotJ^utafti^  09juc\  u^oiiaarcTjnatJr^mSu/ 

ui3&Jai6ua  acieio  TO^^693&9^iJ3tJJi'iije93jijja'iin'i6siJsaea^iJtttJ8)jji»io.  naiuiS^stcicSu 
•viuau  qjo.000  ci9uaisirUj8UJ^u  fa\  Jisawtttafijaijoi  ©  Ljibi  quoiS  5. 

?ij^>ijaija3^su8^^ij^£nriaoaeu^^3tde93toji^9t(tt^9u),  Jioo&jsuiotteo,  jiiusjuSoi 
^''iTiugra'ieuiaijcOiJtiiai^fiuiuaareiliu.  nn(^8ijaiu8^utn(a^u^n^")utaoi?n)aassucijaarto. 
,wo^ts^wsti^tJ^jj?m(Oji^9Litosur^iisra^a8U'iuit))j{Jr<'i.  W0Jiis»in93ri')\j??itciTiij9t)lcisu^,iiia0Lli 
jiumnt^cOuds^iauj/  ui^rJateuaiiio. 

8nwas9j£icfiAJwij£§ijltn8sauin,imjji«t3»8unu  <s  car  705-8500. 

cqcJ 


as  O 


■  ^^tuJiiv^nijaw/a^aiD'sijioiaiatotJ 
Jiiuih{jie93  06.  amuaouusasijidlscaci. 
uitimiiiO^cODaaouiSufi^at  ao  wiiauuusxi 
moasoizsq.  2<imiJ*iejrmjs*iijn«imacuc8»jas3s 
aquajJsui.  c^uaiifjaiiij.  atju»s  sol 

■  c^utd53ij?u3iu8in8artija9U^3^otoLi93 
niiJ5Jiaia8Wiuc9c||(Asian  Health  Services) 
9jittaijcw9aa93&jjoc!il9rijajiur,iijai)tJ'ia'io, 
SoeutuouSi  «<£  0ttqnt8  qq]qj<»  caijan  5  jj. 
a»!)tni  mj^riu.  ftmuaitjoi^,  9iomjaa::cn93 
ciu.  atq  1^010193303111893: 

YWCA.  3230  McDonald.  Richmond 


oueutUcnajwuio,  Si u 
8113,  6BiJ8ii3cen,  o«»ti(J8i93ajicaTjt838iij, 
aascT»^asq«»\jft\j9\ja8iJ^oti«>o(aqoaft) 

893??i. 

cti93^*»Ji6iuSSr9ci5l8it0ii^iuoTjLlr 
^ui9ajoiu3cl9\jjjtuaquatJ8\j5alji,  ar?j8 
^SjJoasSmaiiqiijtoricmiJoi^itJOjitsiJaaa 
jhasStftuffizSSij.  notion"  pin  a,  jiUsfci 
cao(uSto\J8iJcwisarqi\jfttfiijttao)ci'iiJ8i 
&jini3*ututt^utnJ6\ji  0813,  Smaiu 
a3exjoii8ititTJ8rtjr8iJicri9ijJi6iajiJi6-riS 
^ui  oo^oo  flUsiimaitiTioi  55,ooo 
riudt.  5?i,=riiiou'mjiniua,i6oae9393 
jiitj  SuftctJiJicuj  810^3  i?5a  tut&BU 
SjitncS  qqjoj<*. 

o6a3^uS8iu3^l)>jcRj3riS6itt^iJtaJ8ij*i 
uSu9\jt8iuajitsu(iaa\j9VjSraaa.  8113^8 
Snj3vi9Tjarcaija'i8ULlz^in9ut8ijaaaac1i 
^pdrjjiu  Qj)oo  cipantjajilsajaaaS^i 
uouc?l3  ^,000  tiu^drjigufiati^itjlan, 
D9uria,  oas(C)^9ti. 

81t»311ie93Ull8cfi\jUtt)\J69tJ1T16z5 

oaseitJ3iue93?iu8i8ii6njrae^3  uau. 
c8i\jt^a9u[jiLtoaTiaiaasn\jrioiiu35ijat8i 
t8iuno,\K°39iit8iijt\j98: 

•  SpC11t»8ia*»t)LI9UCLlVJtl9nLIOJJ-6JS 

w«»ci^3iti93iji^«»7ijiiajiutjtciaas6«»3ritj 

•  ^St^'wagitio'ugiiciitJCiiijqCij 
Ssiaiutfiulu. 

•  •sfiuaiJUOJiai?itiiaja7iiijn?iiuaas 

9\J*)^*»J1lJsC8l09Slij|j)1J113)C11tJCT)JjqSu 

a^iiadeurSmaiti^jJui. 

CTiii6itJ3'»ije93tfil6t5aas6itJ3iij 

ttUfl$Untl9Jlf8ll8lu6,»l8lfl&1JJ1'»\jei«ltjtlj9 

oqjqj<*  TKUjajruj^uunaiaast^eJicau^o. 
t2  (WU  W2 


tmvBvasufi'ieuniJiimau.  uwlou:  Jennifer  Cheek 


ci9uij  B9',»uotiji,»\je938i8'>tacSt9n  ^3c3u 
Ui3Ji*»\jmtofijiiu^atjt8iS9aasa\J2iJi^8sq*>fi 
6auaaquatJ6ijrno99Jijji. 

-IBB  OUBUOBV  qQU%ivi£&jfi 


njDiijjlfijji'nvznzjiJsizfij'iv,  dsn&ej 


a? 


iorauw 
mmtko 


tlDltJC9liqC9 

csyniaci  $20  cicaBvc&iifivi 

220  Golden  Gate  Ave 
(415)  885-0460 


InsjzvixicLuvvau.  mviaaBUt&vigBiJqij 


ajjrtDn/sriD'wgtijjio,  fiioriiotniiiBioiztJogfjji.  UztmaaiDtatintaTimiinao 
svussiQiBJ)  q  v,  vjicasw  1  ycsjjjociDoos  us  in  •nsivci  is9^e  wijBvriuaimgio  uniy 
Dijaav&mijicswnnfaanazcenfijjndtBj,  6wtpin3tnljcilni£^w%9jdina3awjj'i 
yriutniji^nji  (s  cdcqvhd  qqjqjq  tni  SJ  cdcqvfadfi.  BJid^uja^tcimanaBV 
BcisicyvcSeByfivwi  qt\%  tut)  qqjqjo  ajuidzuiv  j]%  tvtJo^uv. 

a^s^9ritn^zn^ai8iinij^g)3i?i9f]yiiJii8iai^'y)Ci 

tun  1  uuztiiejiiiztjcziicztq Fiosgjci vttazriutn intdaszuuna wesas,  dzitnaa  10311 
ajuxuwwdjjcjjij'snijov  5o  SivciBysoi^ijiSjjiiyjiB^ffiyvi'j^fci  (Inter- 
national Monetary  Funds — IMF).  (§iJedvfomoatiwztt>wiKtyBwnBK: 
uzffiriowazoDnm3*}(cqijtdi)%  qvvmvtnij,  nvvzvmvJfacituijeMejBQWQ 
nwajnv'iwmjdzcinci.  MoixcdavrfejvwnjcBWJiSjinijfajds^^ 
ca8ej7cuBSfflf)owfaomijwevldc§Bej*i/  mxiwati  afiouoazui,  sqDvnsnz 
^ojnivfi^iotDjiio.  «cidiVvtntic§iji8xj8daji.  n^ds^jjevlivSiujiBjffivut^ici 
cn8vaaoiJdwc)dws8nMQdjjanLip  do  aivo8US3i. 

siownwjjiBjitfjfaqwdidxmwdxancimi'io  niutjiasu  tjuaonv  ^jlcciJvpifi 
MomnvxdxtmaaionBjjyvriotJonesjfad  qqjj]S  cdyfivui,  tficqjaiiiiexijsnjj 
aaofajuou&iin  <Zq  IvaoAJtu  qqjqjo,,  souBiyta  jjq  d  VBunudoej.  fiajt/veio 
?iri3tnycctr)3q'iria'i3dzn')C)98Tiii'),  aMoa^o^dtinnyt^syc^optieiJUttJ'ic) 
8 uto,  uafyqsutunuaaxuiiB lejaxBjoafanv'iiJijB v. 


OlJJIutdCTIJlS^UUUlSjWlJ,  9931 

a»d?ns^|[Ufji^rij3riuti93?i8iff)ij 

6J031C59ltJ8131,531&fJlSS;?ICl 

?09^qij^^dsiq8i3i9ij?n9«itgiiJ 


rJSLI8ltl81JJgI813U9\J'Si9QSCl^fflSU 

yiaiutpjusu,  5ut9siujinujj9iq<rin 

Q91JijSSaCiatqslClt!U£011JCQS)9ll 
91l£lOJtDll^JU9  suimaz 

S)ai3Jj9icf!lu^ffi!n5jeitnefji80Q, 
fjiS)siejsmS9fffei3i«ius*icinsitou, 

Jl^SU81U931?J3n£5a1ttQ3«1 

th6iijctniju9jjij,)i)uoiiciou 
Sci93K3lit8nei«uj)0aiautfjiS8iij.  qiu 
ttijiiyi?J3ina9icU^ffict)ii3i3si?jiij? 

noeijjnntyius93?h8nj, 

Tenderloin  Times, 
2%  Turk  Street, 
San  Francisco, 
CA  94102 

776-0700. 

tlJ?nil3l&JJJ31U931?JOrit5s1C10LI 

893i8iiuJtnuajic§,iq,iutta 
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CAMBODIAN 
COMMUNITY  NEWS 


sttctfconn  Bill  Kisliuk 

Si  R  a  9  |R  a  A51 S  (UJ1 8  A5  A5  1 91  SUtil 
t Blttl CU fffn |p CU  y  U1S  jtlSJ{l9RjJS 

G*iamiAT  «(ww[UH|uujtijT{3nfiin 
t  en  oi  r  ( u u;i  m  i  u  s  i  s  i  «•) « i  |n  i  oj  y  n 
t  S I  fi  a  J R l  G  C 15  a i  %  s  i  sfi  9  £  £ig  \  s  s  t  Pi  cfi  s 

r  n  t&tn  Ail  it  as  n  rt s  f a iu  m  w  « tn  s  5- 
tgint3ssussiri^swiuariai)59sus1 
m  u  a3  05  i  u  jf  m  i  i  s  i  s  i  rt  a  9  j  n  a  9*i  a  B  cu  i 
gi u fi "i»  n  f  6  9 h  tu  n  a  sn  sksot  n  i  j  tn  h 

C       4/  CA  C* 

ttms  aJaj  r  «■  i  s  ii  s  s  ?  tn  «  «  w  i  si  fii  a 
Htustiis'ini  BBfitssflnoifTmjnnfs 

u  4/  ca 

An  f  n  ntns  itSa  Q)  s  3  fi  3  tGRi  i  ytf»f$ii 
ffiH«isnrifinisisitaajy)Sis1friHHSi 

BRCUA5t1  SatSlyS«A53U1CUR1t1  giu 
ftfS99\)  tslORI.  9#t*9  JUIRBCUfG 
99S  fefGRIBtBCU  JilQetffcn  tslRa 

*J  ct  ca 

tgayatLuaqisiRtLuni  rtstacuRiqis 

Af1Ut9l9iat81S  ff1fft5GSRA59tRrt1rtS 

nf  L>  Irfl 

tsajHfiyiS9ijjri  satacuqisiAitsI 
fny  g    yd  fiiH  w  ?  uj  :  tn  fucii  itG  s  si 'i 

iA     ca  L#  a 

y  of  t  tn  ff  t  a  u  cwi  cu  t  hi  05  rt  s  9i  a  h  m 

tSIStRfATlU  R^8105Af1«m,tGHRU51R 

3snatRi05RHA5A5aluRainR«i  mi 
An  u rt  a i  tu  An  f  m  Jt \p  t  fjy  a  t  m)  s  t  ri?  s 
tn A5GC\ns  sa\cno5A5ismntiii5GRi 
tslnttsnts;  mumstGA5R«uA5A5i«- 

c*    ca  *  rs. 

tiftyistojaqisejaatji  ossHRfacu 

HRGStSl  SatBCUCpSAJIU  RUISOSS 
tfOStCUA5rtiaC1tini9iaHA5  nttlttf: 

O  ca  ca 

tnWGSSftfufiltSH  rtimA5A5tSlRa 

4/     L/*      ca  ca 

,05:tnCUdS8USG1GattR105t82  ff'a 

4/         4/        Ol        I  U  d 

h  rosin  tola^siRtwrnGSSHRtacu 

4/        CI     J  V»       4/  ca 

Anutslfnu  AJSGm  cunytfni  tala 

*v  4/      tj  <a    ca  U 

tuiy  ysjffifijnA5Sfriyysin9t  sa 
islRiyA5cimmjsi8Ti 

t  en  tl5  ATI  J  ffl  8 15  R  A51 J  G  Tl  A5  051 A5  A5  H  fl 

\4  tJ  Ft 

G8st4SHR^5fitaa5yistslRa9fna9ia 

V  ca         U  i 

ycu  yiSAfRya5tan5HiGiGt3iRA5Ria 


A  young  man  rehearses  his  pari  for 
an  American  Sign  Language 
rendition  of  "Silent  Night."  a 
Christmas  Song  thai  he  and  more  than 
a  do/en  other  Tenderloin  youth  will 
perform  at  the  YMCA  December  1 1 
and  12  For  other  performances,  call 
the  Central  YMCA. 

<7  it  I 

Cfntis^OfWgG  "Silent  Night"  CC 

SiS  u  ao  i  an  s  n  as  n  o  cgss  e  t a  «  «  §  c 

C2g   'SS913'.    ^9CC\3y  Ev5nd?5«§5 
KS^OCfSSOntOja  Wt5RSWCTy«  the 
Central  YMCA.  Golden  dale  Ave. 

These  two  Cambodian  pages  features  the  cover  story  on  the  number  of  homeless 
people  who  have  died  this  year.  There  is  also  a  story  about  a  children's  clinic  that  will  operate- 
out  of  a  classroom  at  Allemany  Community  College  on  Eddy  Street  starting  in  January  1993. 
Included  is  a  letter  from  the  editors  welcoming  readers  to  write  to  the  Times  and  to  encourage 
them  to  participate  in  the  paper  by  submitting  their  concerns  and  ideas. 

News  briefs  from  Cambodia  are  excerpted  from  the  Phnom  Penh  Post  and  Indochina 
Digest  and  cover  the  Khmer  Rouge's  continued  violations  of  ceasefire  agreements.  Another 
story  tells  of  rockets  hitting  a  suburb  22  kilometers  from  the  capital  city  of  Phnom  Penh. 


cps  ficpseyaatfiGsstiSHR9fjjfi  n 
Qis7RrristRt{G8t9ja3tiin5aiy<i  mm 
ait9lym  Raityrtfii^t^ytyt's  cs 

ca  i  e»  O  4/ 

HR^iffgiaHAjyiSGSStffsii  syyty 

U  u 

msnjfojsiri  I9luii <5uptii8 siri i 
GSStssffcnsyfftaitiJttiriaRiymnG 

AlRiUA51ndependent  Housing  Services*1 

tRts1yisH8n93RtafU9tjjaAnsfj/ii8 
AJAjffistfiAiujtAfis  HntT)a9fitsa 
MnutiawRHisSthfitssi  ts1ffa9- 

ca 

\Ra9iayo5  tjiuysjdtRgiaHAfyis 

HRGSSf R   S.rtOOURI  UlGSStiSHR 

O         v  Oft/ 

ijjRlm  iURiyAfR3iaitufiyisjtnR 
«a5i9it4iaci.ooosiRi  tslnatsisyis 

ca 

ysA5nuA53syri5  hr yistR Afu  sa 
HRyisRSioli  tyRiynRA5inacu3ia 

ca  v 

An  j  n  r  yi  s  %  ty  a  tji  s  i  n  t  tij  m  \  s  1  r  i  y  y  s  i 
aRniAjfi  satslRiyysjA53yifURin 
ff  qi  s  y  ai  cm  jn  tu  ity  m  h  n  s  s  i  ri  j  5  -j  3  % 
t9lRtaa5yi8islRaGitssaGiai: 

O  ca     ca  v 

•  yiSti8HRlj5ffytUGSSGCpSA5iy 

taiti5A5iidyifi5iRA5R  RtJidyyuitanj 

4/  (/V 

yis9siR9sat9lsaGiRttRijiRsaja.in 


•  yiSGSSRlSlRi[GSi9jata05CilS 

An  y  t  a  i  ty  An  5  yi  s  t  y  i  n  r  i  h  g  hi  ty?  t  s  1 
nassi 

ca  <v 

•  y^SGSSlj8t3lR9n9Sni1A5iyR1StR 

4/  vJ  4>  rv> 

ijGSS9jatairJ5ATlJm5HR9fjJR1 

tslRacie^iD,  RRitacutcsiyis 

ca      ca  n  a  tj 

ysA5jtamRis9diRAiiyt[GscJiatR 
r  t  a  i  tu  A5i  i  y  r  n  m  j  yi  s  x  jp  t  yj]  a  i  rrj]  s  s 
aciiRAin...  hratiu  aagfit]gt{ff|a 

^tTj]89iaHAjt8lS  tUR1H139tgififJiH- 

RysyisGssttGStihaatGsfan 
mcumslRat3Rrui  (13990),  sn<5T9 

cs  i  ca 

Rsai9hss  miAlRji^Ajifitiifytyfaai 
qi  s  t  s]  u  g  1 9j  a  t  a  i  ty  h  r7  9ji  Afi  |A5  y l  r  - 
ts1ytjii79naityA5Sina  RtnnRtffl- 

U  n       a«  ci 

yflgR  Marilyn  Winkleby  RIRCjlSyaini 

ejaatii  ijSHRtjjR9iaHA5Rnayis|y 
RRyms^R3iat9la^|HffsTlatiyGR-- 
A5i|A5  t^a9iR^aHtii^R]attTr|s  sa 
tiiRA5  rn 
"tUHRysGiutacyyiscycRRian 

ca  <v  *^  0 

*ayyR  .ufcuisltncufKiugRQismuj 
38t9it3ic38HRyis9tjjR  Rajtyitfinj- 


GifiiiOajiaHrumEinqwimwnHmsiQjaBjnsfuifi 


Rf1tRaA5RtSlRaA5U85yA53d18G- 

r  a  ri  1 1  a  cy  3  g  aej  n  yi  5  9i  a  h  aj'u  %  m  rn 
uainishRicuynna  RisfjuwAfu  sa 

in        v  n 

RA5ajyCan5fjR\RyiRHi8«i"  .ssCiAfa 

5UA5    Tess  Manalo-Tess  Ventresca. 

HRaRsitjiytyi>dstslRaRyyti(TiP) 
ts^uiRy^ssmnii  wjtinrufgjRH 
w^89iaHA5tssqi8aiRt^sRiyayis 

GSS90S1R  tanqiA5tJ31A5iSlRiytif 

sisiiByjgA5CfysatRjRsy3yiRRys 
§sacunj6j<yi8A5iRt9ja?niti  rgru 
'tssQi8siyR6jaa5RyiJ9iaHA5s?ms 
jaisywtayjtfUR9RGR?afU8ia  the 

Clean  City  Coalition  QISgCUejRICURCg 


9I9C1)  CSlGRItSSI  HR 5 A5 Ventresca  yiS 

M  ca  Li 

5RA51J   yiSRSJAJiSl  SatGRIJiSlRa 

Lw  v  0         ,  cy 

Ssacunji  RiRuttja)sis1riLUHyAj.H 
Hn^cJimiBRsiA5aysaft3iutGR.9A5 

c*  (1  va  ca. 

A5numiiA5»8l{8t^R«1  HRtjyyiSRS 

yiRtawcjLUtGRiJislRaRyjGiss  Ra 

ca  u        4  ca  ca 

RiiiRysiui  ymjau  'gLUAjmuruuRj 
tin  sayis^LU^ssitija^wnuLUftis 
ty  i*  s  i7  9i  a  h  A5  \  s  1  r  a  §  s  a  cu  m  i 

i  ca  «j 

£  CX5  £    &S  gx5  fSl  a  «  §5     R  K  « : 

RyuiRyii9iaHA5yisGSStiia^.ooo 

S1R1  RlfiltGSffyiS  A5CTI1RH1WHCRLU 

L»  ca  1  ca 

s  a  t  a  cu  i  A5  r  a  u It \w\  ty  f  in  cuciioou  r 

ca  Li 

ystjia  ciRtRQi88ifiittjf]ycuRcin:  -- 


tayjjRnLUtslRaclGfgucifijcincHCu 

3iaU3tSS  taityCi1SS1R1tBiA5H1RtSl 

«  ca 

RaRusjuAissusfjjuisA^nui  tttns 

ca  cj  LJ  vj 

tSlRa(G*taCUtRi>99CUt9i>RlS  ffttlltJ- 

ca       c  Lay       u  sa 

U  tU  t  a  CU  U  S  A5j  91  a  H  A5  R 1  {R  \  t  A5]  R  CI  1 R 

AfiRcpR  tlfdcu  GtcnuGcu  satslmu 

.v    c»  <a  ca 

R1Gtt3at3fGCU9iaHA5  RtR^RAJIRI  ff 

L»i     y   ca  La/  rt 

i  i  g  t  a  cu  cu  Rt  |r)  a  t  nf)  s  9i  a  h  a)  s  a  h  r 

iJ5UR9iaHA5ff1StSl9tS1S<1  ClfitA5A5 

RtJifGtacuRisRiciA5  tu  tc  saiutaitu 

c  »^  n        n  rt 

A51 J  U  R  ff  U1 S  CU1 U  R  U  8  A5j  1 

tLuaiuftncutiisiRinRfacjiULUHR 

Li  ca     4/  4/  ca 
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NHTjNGCAI  CHET  ClJA  NH0NG  KE  BUI  DOI 

Deaths  Among  Homeless  People 


Phong  su"  cua  Bill  Kisliuk 

Ban  dich  Viet  ngii  cua  Tran  Hoai  Bac 

Ngay  ca  khi  mat  troi  ban  mai 
dang  bung  Ien  ben  tren  thanh 
pho  Cuu  Kim  Scm  trong  nhQng 
gio  khac  dau  tien  ciia  Ngay  Tct  Tay 
nam  1992  thi  da  co  bdn  ngiioi  vd  gia  cu 
dang  hap  hoi. 

Ngay  dau  nam  cua  nam  1992  nay 
nhu  bao  truoc  so  tii  vong  cao  nhat  trong 
so  nhung  ke  bui  doi  ciia  Ciiu  Kim  Son 
ma  tung  duoc  ghi  lai  trong  vong  mot 
nam.  Theo  su' dieu  tra  ciia  to  Tenderloin 
Times  dua  tren  nhting  ban  phuc  trinh 
cua  tham  nghiem  vien  dia  phuong  va 
ho  so  cua  Ban  Y  Te  tinh  tu  ngay  1 6  thang 
11  nam  1991  den  ngay  15  thang  11  nam 
1992.  Cung  gidng  nhii  ngay  dau  nam 
cua  nam  1992,  hau  het  nhQng  cai  chet 
nay  danh  dau  mot  sii  ke  thuc  dot  ngot 
cho  nhung  cuoc  doi  da  bi  vui  dap  nhieu 
nam  thang  bdi  cuoc  song  lay  lat  tren 
diidng  pho.  Nguyen  nhan  dua  den  cai 
chet  co  the  la  tu"  su  quyen  sinh  va  dung 
thuoc  phien  qua  lieu  cho  den  sii  dan 
day  qua  miic  vdi  nang  miia  va  sii  trut  ha 
nguy  hiem  cua  nhiet  do  co  the. 

Con  so  dang  lo  au  cua  nam  nay  la  con 
so  cao  nhat  trong  tarn  nam  ma  to  Ten- 
derloin Times  thuc  hien  loai  dieu  tra 
nay.  Dong  thdi  day  cung  la  nam  thii  tu 
lien  tuc  ma  qua  do  co  tren  1 00  ngiidi  bui 
doi  da  chet  trong  cac  cong  vien,  diidng 
pho,  ngd  hem,  phbng  cap  cuu  cua  cac 
benh  vien,  va  trong  nhQng  khach  san 
ben  trong  khu  noi  thanh. 

Trong  khi  khong  co  ho  so  nao  theo 
doi  sU  gia  tang  cua  thanh  pan  vo  gia  cU 
tai  Cuu  Kim  Son,  nhiing  con  so  thong 
ke  san  co  va  chiing  co  rao  truyen  cho 
thay  rang  hang  ngu  cua  dan  vo  gia  cu 
dang  tiep  tuc  gia  tang.  Thi  du,  nhCing  ke 
bi  xua  duoi  khoi  22  khu  trii  ngu  trong 
thanh  pho  danh  cho  ngUdi  bui  doi  da 


Photo:  Eli  Bishop 


Biic  tranh  ve  tren  riidng  tai  goc  diiong  Third  va  Howard  mo  t£  tan  tham  kich  tiep  dien  ma 
nhiing  ke  v6  gia  cU  phai  d6i  mat  tai  thanh  ph6  Cifu  Kim  San  va  tren  toan  qu6c. 

This  mural  at  Third  and  Howard  streets  depicts  the  ongoing  tragedy  facing  homeless  people  in  San 
Francisco  and  across  the  country. 


gia  tang  den  gap  nam  lan  trong  sau 
thang  cuoi  nam  cua  nam  ngoai— tu 
1 1 .200  ngiidi  cho  den  55.000  ngiidi  trong 
nam  nay,  tinh  theo  ban  thong  ke  dieu 
tra  cua  Independent  Housing  Services 
thuc  hien  vao  thang  10  nam  1992. 

Cai  ma  chiia  thay  doi  lai  chinh  la  kha 
nang  cung  cap  cho  tni  ngu  cho  nhung 
ke  vo  gia  cu  cua  thanh  pho.  Thanh  pho 
chi  co  vao  khoang  1.700  giiiong  ngu 
khan  cap  cho  mot  dan  so  vo  gia  cu  udc 
liiang  it  nhat  la  8.000  ngiidi,  bao  gdm 
nhung  ke  doc  than,  gia  dinh  va  tre  em. 

Hang  tram  nhung  bien  ban  cua  tham 
nghiem  vien  va  ho  so  lUu  trii  cua  Ban  Y 
Te  duoc  nghien  ciiu  boi  to  Tenderloin 
Times  cho  cuoc  dieu  tra  nay  cho  thay 
mot  so  nhimg  khuynh  hiidng  mdi  cua 
nam  nay: 

.  mot  so  dang  ke  chet  vi  sung  phoi— 
mot  can  benh  gan  lien  vdi  sii  day  dan 


siiang  gio  va  nhiem  lanh; 

.  nhieu  ngiidi  bi  nhiem  HIV  hon 
triidc  dang  chet  khong  nha  khong  ciia; 

.  so  ngUdi  goc  Chau  My  La  Tinh  chet 
khong  nha  khong  cua  dang  tren  da  gia 
tang. 

Theo  Idi  nhung  vien  chiic  cua  Ban  Y 
Te  thanh  pho  va  nhung  hoi  vien  ciia  to 
chuc  AYUDA  (Accion  y  Unidad  del 
Desamparado  Latino)  la  mot  to  chuc 
Wong  tro  cho  nhiing  ngiidi  bui  doi  goc 
Chau  My  La  Tinh,  thi  da  co  mot  su  gia 
tang  dot  ngot  ve  tinh  trang  vo  gia  cii  cua 
nhom  ngUdi  nay  trong  vai  nam  qua. 
Nhieu  thanh  nien  tim  den  Cuu  Kim  Son 
tir  nhiing  tinh  dien  da  cua  California,  tii 
Me  Tay  Co  hoac  tu"  nhCfng  nude  Trung 
My  khac  de  tim  cong  an  viec  lam  nhiing 
roi  phai  that  vong.  Vo  gia  dinh  va  khong 
cd  nguon  lai  tuc,  ho  chi  con  each  ra 
diidng  song. 


Malcom  Garcia,  giam  doc  cua  the 
TenderloinSelf  HelpCenter,  mot  to  chuc 
thuc  hien  nhung  nhom  ciiu  tro  hang 
tuan  cho  nhiing  nguoi  bui  doi  Chau  My 
La  Tinh,  dtfa  ra  nhan  dinh:  "Budc  phai 
kiem  song  trong  tinh  trang  nh$p  CU*  bat 
hop  phap  ciia  ho  dat  ho  vao  trong  mot 
tinh  hudng  nguy  nan  va  khong  the  nao 
chiu  dung  ndi,  va  chinh  tinh  hudng  nav 
dan  d&T  su  quyen  sinh  va  giet  nguoi." 

"Ho  den  day  khong  phai  chi  de  xiic 
lay  nhung  dong  do  la  roi  ve  lai  que 
huong.  Ho  bo  chay  nhu  la  mot  su"  song 
con.  Ho  den  day  nhu  la  mot  hau  qua  cua 
su  can  thiep  cua  niioc  My  vao  trong  dat 
nuoc  ciia  ho  va  chay  trdn  khoi  sU  ap  buc 
ma  tu  do  gay  ra." 

Theo  nhung  bien  ban  cua  tham 
nghiem  vien  va  nhung  tai  lieu  y  khoa 
khac,  thi  nhiing  yeu  to  dan  dau  gay  tu 
vong  cho  nhiing  ngiioi  vd  gia  cu  trong 
nam  1992  la  su  lam  dung  thudc  phien  va 
ru'ou. 

Nhieu  cai  chet  nay  va  nhiing  sii 
nghien  ngap  ma  da  diia  den  cai  chet  le  ra 
da  cd  the  tranh  khoi  neu  nhii  nhQng  con 
ngiidi  nay  cd  noi  an  chon  d.  Cong  trinh 
nghien  ciiu  vao  thang  10  nam  1992  thiic 
hien  bdi  bac  si  Marilyn  Winkleby  cua 
Standford  xac  nhan  rang  tinh  trang  vd 
gia  cu  lam  gia  tang  kha  nang  dau  yeu  ve 
mat  tarn  ly  va  nghien  ngap  thuoc  phien 
va  niau. 

Marykate  Connor,  giam  doc  mot 
chuong  trinh  ciia  Travelers  Aid,  mot 
chuong  trinh  dich  vu  va  gioi  thieu  true 
tiep  dat  co  so  tai  ben  xe  buyt  Cuu  Kim 
Son,  nhan  xet  nho  sau:  "Neu  ban  chiia 
dien  khi  ban  bat  dau  cuoc  song  bui  doi 
thi  ban  se  bi  dien  trong  vong  sau  thang 
cua  cuoc  song  nay.  Day  la  mot  kinh 
nghiem  nang  ne  nhat,  tiii  ho  nhat,  dan 
vat  nhat,  nguy  hiem  nhat,  dau  ddn  ve 
mat  tinh  cam  va  tinh  than  nhat  ma  mot 
con  ngiidi  co  the  phai  trai  qua." 


Mot  Danh  Sach  Chuc  Mung  Giang  Sinh  Cho  Khu  Tenderloin 

A  Christmas  Wish  List  for  the  Tenderloin 


Tess  Manalo-Ventresca,  ngiidi 
dung  dau  mot  nhom  thanh  thieu  nien 
trong  khu  Tenderloin  qua  Du"  An  Cai 
Tien  Khu  Tenderloin  (TIP),  viet:  'Toi 
da  ludn  luon  uoc  mo  day  manh  thanh 
thieu  nien  trong  viec  noi  len  tarn  tu1, 
uoc  mo,  va  hy  vong  cua  minh. "  Hang 
ngay  10  thanh  nien  nay  quet  don,  lau 
cniii,  va  danh  bong  nhiing  khu  pho 
Tenderloin  do  ban  de  nhiing  khu  pho 
nay  co  du"qc  mot  mau  sac  sang  sua 
hqn,  du  chi  la  tarn  thdi.  Chinn  vi  cong 
trinh  nay  ma  cac  thanh  nien  da  nhan 
dUocphan  thtfong  lan  thd  nhi  trao 
bdi  Clean  City  Coalition  vao  ngay  27 
thane  1 1  vua  qua. 

Chi  Ventresca  da  nudi  con  trone 
khu  Tenderloin  va  hien  nay  dang  lam 
viec  tai  YMCA,  day  lanh  dao  thanh 
thieu  nien  va  nhvfng  ky  ndng  ddi 
song.  Viec  day  do  con  cai  cua  chi  nay 
lai  duoc  tiep  tuc  bang  cong  viec  ma 
chi  dang  lam  cho  TIP,  noi  chi  da  gdp 
phan  day  manh  nhung  nghe  nghiep, 
hoc  bong,  va  nhung  tnanh  tdukhac 
cua  thanh  thieu  nien  trong  khu 
Tenderloin. 

M6t  M6i  Trtidng  Sach  Se: 

Bon  ngan  thieu  nhi--hau  het  la  di  dan 
goc  Dong  Nam  A-trong  60  khu  pho  ciia 
khu  Tenderloin  xiing  dang  huOng  mot 
ngay  Giang  Sinh  sach  se.  Mot  ngay  ma  cac 
duong  pho,  cac  via  he,  cac  goc  nga  tu  va 
cong  vien  Boedekker  phai  sach  bong.  Mot 
ngay  ma  nhung  tay  buon  ban  thuoc  phien 
va  nhiing  nguoi  say  rUou  phai  di  noi 
khac.  M6t  ngay  ma  khong  co  miii  hoi  thoi 
do  con  ngubi  phong  u£. 

Chiing  ta  co  the  hiep  li/c~tat  ca  nhflng 
chu  khu  nha,  chu  co  sd  kinh  doanh,  tat  ci 


nhiing  ngiioi  thue  nha,  nhQbng  cii  dan 
ciia  khu  Tenderloin--de  quel  don  duong 
pho  vao  ngay  24  thang  12  nam  1992,  sao 
cho  moi  ngiidi  co  the  an  miing  ngay 
Giang  Sinh  . 

Moi  ngUoi  trong  chiing  ta  nen  chii 
dong  dong  gdp  vao  viec  cai  thien  moi 
tnidng  chung  quanh  ciia  chung  ta.  Chiing 
ta  co  the  chao  hoi  hang  xdm  lang  gieng 
voi  mot  nu  cudi  khi  chung  ta  quet  don 
khu  pho  ciia  chiing  ta. 

Hay  lang  nghe  lu  tre  voi  nhiing  tieng 
cUdi  hon  nhien  ciia  chung.  Hay  lang  nghe 
nhCfng  Idi  chung  noi  ve  nhiing  quan  tarn 
ciia  chiing  den  moi  tnidng  chung  quanh. 


Thay  doi  moi  truong  chung  quanh  se  giup 
thay  doi  thai  do  va  giiip  con  em  chung  ta 
phat  trien  mot  nhan  sinh  quan  lanh  manh 
hon.  Chung  ta  phai  ciing  cd  tinh  cam  gia 
dinh,  truyen  thong,  va  nhiing  nen  van  hoa 
ciia  chung  ta. 

Giao  Due  La  Mon  Qua  Tiep 
Tuc  Hien  Dang: 

Co  nhung  thUong  gia  trong  khu 
Tenderloin  cd  the  lam  viec  diioc  voi  cac 
hieu  trudng  ciia  nhung  ngdi  tnidng  noi 
ma  cac  con  em  chung  ta  dang  theo  hoc- 
chang  han  nhu  Benjamin  Franklin, 


CAC  GIA  DINH  TRONG  KHU 
TENDERLOIN 
XIN  LlAJY 

Trung  tarn  YMCA  thong  ba  mot  Chdong  Trinh  Vui  Nhdn  va  An  Toan 

cho  Qui  Vi 

THONG  BAO:  HOI  Vl£N  CU6l  TUAn  CHO  CAC  GIA  DINH  COA 
TRUNG  TAM  YMCA 

Le  phi:  20  do  la  mot  thang  hoac  thap  hon 
tuy  thuoc  vao  loi  tiic  ciia  qui  vi  Ghi  danh  tai 
the  Central  YMCA  Youth  Center,  220  Golden  Gate  Ave. 
(415)  885-0460 

*  This  ad  brought  to  you  courtesy  of  the  Tenderloin  Times 

*  Muc  quang  cao  mien  phi  nay  ddoc  dem  den  cho  qui  vi  bdi  td  Tenderloin 
Times 


Marina,  va  Gallileo-bang  each  sii  dung 
kha  nang  chuyen  mon  ciia  ho  de  dap  ung 
nhiing  nhu  cau. 

Cac  thuong  gia  co  the  chia  xe  nhung  ky 
nang  ciia  ho  bang  each  dua  ra  mot  ngay 
hiidng  nghiep  hoac  nhiing  sii  huan  nghiep 
hoac  nhCfng  cong  an  viec  lam  trong  nganh 
kinh  doanh  ciia  ho.  Md  rong  nhung  co  hoi 
kinh  doanh  cho  thanh  nien  qua  nhufng 
buoi  hoi  thao  mien  phi  hoac  nhiing 
chiiong  trinh  lanh  dao  tinh  than  se  khuyen 
khich  nhung  su  thay  doi  trong  loi  song  ciia 
nhiing  thanh  nien  nay. 

M6t  Khu  Kh6ng  Co  T6i  Ac 

Chung  ta  hay  to  chiic  mot  chiiong  trinh 
khu  pho  voi  nhiing  tnidng  khu  pho  phoi 
hop  voi  canh  sat  de  chong  lai  tdi  ac  tai 
vung  nay.  Chung  ta  cung  can  co  mot 
chiiong  trinh  kieu  Delancey  Street  cho  khu 
Tenderloin  (day  la  chiiong  trinh  ma  nhiing 
ngiidi  tarn  tha  cd  co  hoi  lam  lai  cuoc  ddi 
qua  chuong  trinh  huan  nghe  va  tim  viec), 
noi  ma  hien  co  khoang  600  ngUdi  tarn  tha. 

M6t  tUong  lai  hioi  sang  hon  d  trong  tay 
ciia  chung  ta  neu  chung  ta  that  sii  mudn 
no  xay  ra.  Chung  ta  hay  lam  cho  nhiing 
giac  mo  nay  cd  co  hoi  bien  thanh  hien 
thiic  cho  con  em  ciia  chiing  ta,  cho  chinh 
chung  ta,  va  cho  khu  pho  ciia  chiing  ta. 

XTN  CHUC  TAT  CA  MQI 
NGUOI  MOT  MUA  GIANG 
SINH  VUI  VE! 

-Tess  Manalo-Ventresca 
*This  wish  list  is  printed  in  English  on 
page  2. 
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tin  Tiic 

VIETNAMESE 

CONG  DONG  NGUC 
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Photo  Eli  Bishop 

C6  Nina  Thu,  co  giao  Viet  Nam  dau  tien  cap  tieu  hoc  ciia  Hoc  Khu  Ciru  Kim  Son,  dang 
day  cac  em  hoc  sinh  cua  trudng  Tieu  Hoc  Treasure  Island. 

Nina  Thu,  ihe  San  Francisco  School  District's  first  Vietnamese-American  elementary  school 
teacher,  instructs  her  students  in  hoth  Vietnamese  and  English. 

Co  Giao  Song  NgG  Du'a  Hai  The 
Gioi  Vao  Trong  Mot  Lop  Hoc 

Bilingual  Teacher  Brings 

Two  Worlds  into  One  Classroom 


Phong  su  cua  Tran  Hoai  Bdc 

Khi  co  giao  Nina  Thu  cua  Tnidng 
Tieu  Hoc  Treasure  Island  su 
dungca  tieng  Anh  va  tieng  Viet 
trong  qua  trinh  giang  day  ciia  minh,  tat 
ca  20  em  hue  sinh  cua  chj  deu  khong  to 
ve  bdi  roi  mot  chut  nao  ca. 

Muoi  lam  nam  sau  dot  di  dan  dau 
tien  cua  ngudi  Viet,  Hoc  Khu  cua  thanh 
phoCuu  Kim  San  mdi  md  lap  maugiao 
dau  tien  day  bang  ca  tieng  Anh  va  tieng 
Viet  boi  chi  Nina  Thu,  mot  co  giao 
ngudi  My  goc  Viet. 

Hau  het  thudc  nhiing  gia  dinh  den 
My  chua  du"oc  bao  lau,  cac  em,  tuoi  tu  5 
den  10,duocdUa  vao  mot  he  thong  giao 
due  mdi  va  mot  nen  van  hda  mdi,  ma  co 
the  gay  so  hai,  nhiing  co  giao  Nina  Thu 
dang  xay  dung  mot  nhip  cau  giua  hai 
nen  van  hoa  de  cac  em  co  the  bang  qua. 

Chi  Nina  Thu  cho  biet:  "Giao  due 
song  ngiJ  rat  la  quan  trong.  No  co  tic 
dung  nhii  la  ban  dap  de  cac  em  hoc  sinh 
co  the  bat  kip  vdi  nhufng  hoc  sinh  khac 
trong  cac  lop  chinh  qui.  Thoat  dau  cac 
em  hoc  sinh  Viet  Nam  nay  to  ra  het  siic 
la  nhiit  nhat,  khong  biet  ngay  ca  den 
mot  cau  tieng  Anh  de  su"  dung  trong 
mot  moi  tnidng  hoan  toan  la  tieng  Anh." 

Chi  Nina  Thu  cung  de  y  thay  rang 
cac  bac  phu  huynh  noi  tieng  Viet  co  the 
cam  thay  bi  lac  long  khong  hieu  rd  ve 
viec  giao  due  cua  con  em,  do  do  chi  co 
nha  y  muon  moi  cac  bac  phu  huynh  den 
tham  lop  hoc  cua  chi  tai  tnidng  Trea- 
sure Island,  noi  ma  co  khoang  300  em  hi 
khu  Tenderloin  dang  theo  hoc.  Chi  mdi 
cac  bac  phu  huynh  di  theo  xe  buyt  du'a 
don  cac  em  hoc  sinh  vao  buoi  sang  va 
trd  ve  nha  cung  bang  xe  buyt  vao  2  gid 
tufa.  Co  mot  thong  dich  vien  ngUdi  Viet 
di  theo  xe  buyt  va  co  the  giiip  do  qui  vi 
phu  huynh  khi  can. 

Theo  ldi  cua  dngHieu  TrUang  tnidng 
Treasure  Island,  Tien  si  Robert  Lem  thi 
mac  du  luat  cua  lien  bang  co  qui  dinh 
rang  cac  hoc  khu  phai  cung  cap  nhufng 
lap  song  ngtf  khi  ma  co  tren  1 5  em  hoc 
sinh  trong  mot  lap  khong  biet  noi  tieng 
Anh  hoac  chi  noi  ddoc  chut  it  tieng 
Anh,  tren  thiic  te  rat  khd  ma  tim  duoc 
nhCfng  thay  co  song  ngii  Anh-Viet. 
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by  Bac  Hoai  I  ran 

When  Treasure  Island  Elementary 
School  teacher  Nina  Thu  weaves 
English  words  and  Vietnamese 
words  into  her  teaching,  none  of  her  20 
elementary-aged  students  seem  the  least  bit 
confused. 

Fifteen  years  after  the  first  wave  of 
immigrants  came  from  Vietnam,  the  San 
Francisco  Unified  School  District  has  its 
first  elementary  school  classroom  taught  in 
both  English  and  Vietnamese  by  Thu.  a  new 
Vietnamese-American  teacher. 

For  the  most  part  newcomers  to 
America,  the  children,  aged  5  to  10,  are 
thrown  into  a  new  school  system  and  a  new 
culture,  which  could  be  frightening,  but 
Thu  is  creating  a  bridge  between  two  cul- 

BAISONGNGOANH- 

vi£t  CHO  CAC  HOC  vi£n 
ti£ng  anh  vA  cAc  hoc 

Vl£N  TlfiNGVlfiT 
SIDE-BY-SIDE  ENGLISH/ 
VIETNAMESE  TRANSLA- 
TION FOR  STUDENTS  OF 
ENGLISH,  STUDENTS  OF 
VIETNAMESE 

tures  that  these  children  can  cross  over. 

"Bilingual  education  is  very  impor- 
tant," said  Thu.  "It  serves  as  a  stepping 
stone  for  students  to  catch  up  with  other 
students  in  regular  classes.  At  the  begin- 
ning, these  Vietnamese  children  were  ex- 
tremely timid,  not  knowing  even  one  En- 
glish expression  to  use  in  an  all-English 
speaking  environmnent." 

Thu  is  aware  that  Vietnamese-speak- 
ing parents  may  feel  left  out  of  their 
children's  education,  prompting  her  to  in- 
vite parents  to  come  see  her  classroom  at 
Treasure  Island  School,  where  300  Tender- 
loin children  attend  school.  She  welcomes 
parents  to  board  their  children's  morning 
school  bus  and  return  home  on  the  2  p.m. 
bus.  A  Vietnamese  interpreter  rides  the  bus 
and  can  give  parents  assistance. 

Although  federal  law  requires  school 
districts  to  furnish  bilingual  classes  to 
schools  with  15  or  more  limited  English- 
speaking  students,  it  is  unusual  to  find  bi- 
lingual teachers  in  Vietnamese,  according 
to  Treasure  Island  Principal  Dr.  Robert  Lem. 


xay  dong  slfc  manh  coa  cong 
d6ng 

La  Thii  Ciia  Cac  Chii  But 

Doc  Gia  Than  Men: 

Chung  toi  mong  muon  duoc  qui  vi 
quan  tarn  den  sii  kien  rang  to  bao  Ten- 
derloin Times  tin  rang  su  menh  cua  no 
la  phuc  vu  cong  d6ng  Tenderloin.  Nham 
de  cai  tien  viec  dang  tin  ve  tung  cong 
done  ma  to  bao  phuc  vu,  chung  toi  tich 
cue  tim  kiem  su  cong  tac  ciia  cong  dong 
dudi  hinh  thue  nhung  la  thu  gdi  cho 
chu  but,  nhung  bai  binh  luan,  nhiing 
tranh  anh  hi  hoa,  va  goi  dien  thoai  cho 
chu  but  ve  nhiing  loai  bai  viet  ma  qui  vi 
muon  duoc  doc  tren  nhung  trang  bao 
cua  to  Tenderloin  Times. 

Chung  toi  chu  triiang  khuyen  khich 
viec  dau  hi  kinh  doanh  trong  khu  Ten- 
derloin va  san  sang  len  tieng  noi  cho  ca 
nhufng  co  so  thuong  mai  cung  nhii  la  cii 
dan  trong  khu  nay.  Trong  so  nhiing  van 
de  cap  bach  ma  chung  toi  thu  duoc  tii 
viec  dang  tai  tin  hie  cua  chung  toi  la  viec 
thanh  pho  can  phai  xay  dung  them 
nhieu  cho  dau  xe  cho  ca  cii  dan  Ian 
nhung  co  so  thuong  mai  trong  khu  nay, 
thue  mot  lien  lac  vien  de  lam  viec  vdi 
N  ha  Canh  Sat  ru  nhung  cong  dong  Dong 
Nam  A  co  tieng  noi  manh  me  trong  khu 
Tenderloin  nhu  la  Viet  Nam,  Cam  Bot 
va  Lao,  va  tang  cu'dng  su  hien  dien  cua 
canh  sat  diioi  dang  di  tuan  tra  tren 
dudng  pho.  Chung  toi  muon  duoc  biet 
qui  vi  co  dong  y  vdi  nhiing  uu  tien  nay 
hay  khong,  va  neu  khong,  nhiing  uu 
tien  cua  qui  vi  la  gi. 

Chung  toi  chao  don  y  kien  va  thif  hi 
ciia  qui  vi.  Ky  han  de  gui  la  ngay  Thii 
Hai  ciia  tuan  le  thii  nhi  trong  thing,  do 
do  qui  vi  hay  chuan  bi  va  goi  y  kien,  ldi 
khieu  nai,  cung  nhu  la  tranh  anh  hi  hoa 


La  Thii  Cho  Chu  But: 


Cong  ly  cho  gia  dinh  cua  nan  nhan 
trong  mot  vu  giet  nguoi  mang  h nh  chat 
ky  thi  chiing  toe 

La  thu  cho  chii  but: 

Toi  horn  nay  toi  muon  duoc  gan  vdi 
cha  me  cua  Nguyen  Phan  Luyen  de 
chia  xe  nhang  giot  le  va  niem  sau  dau 
ghe  gdm  gay  ra  bdi  cai  chet  cua  dua  con 
trai  ciia  ho,  ngudi  da  bi  danh  chet  bai 
Bradley  Mills  tai  Fort  Lauderdale  gan 
day  khi  ma  Luyen  phan  doi  viec  bi  chiii 
bdi  mang  tinh  chat  ky  thi  chung  tdc  tai 
mot  buoi  tiec. 

Anh  da  co  gang  bao  ve  niem  tu^  hao, 
long  tU  trong  va  nen  van  hoa  ciia  que 
hUong  minh,  nhu  la  mot  thanh  nien 
Viet  Nam  dang  co  gang  phat  trien  trong 
mot  moi  trUdng  xa  hoi  mdi.  Anh  mong 
muon  thich  nghi  va  tham  gia  vao,  nhu 
bat  cii  nhang  thanh  nien  nao  khac  dang 
song  tai  Hoa  Ky,  va  lam  trdn  vai  trd  cua 
m6t  cong  dan.  Chi  vi  the  ma  anh  da 
buoc  phai  chet  vi  nan  ky  thi  chiing  toe. 
Cai  chet  nay  hoan  toan  phi  ly,  tuy£t  doi 
khong  the  difac  phep  tai  dien  -  nhat  la 
tai  mot  dat  niidc  nai  ma  Hy  Vong,  L/dc 
Mo,  Co  Hoi  va  Cong  Ly  da  vUot  qua 
trong  moi  thai  dai  va  moi  tinh  huong. 

Luyen,  khong  nhCfng  ho  da  hide  doat 
ciia  anh  quyen  sinh  song  nhu"  la  mot  con 
ngUdi  cd  long  tu*  trong,  ho  lai  con  co  y 
giet  chet  nhiing  niem  hy  vong,  nhiing 
u"dc  ma,  va  long  can  dam  viian  len  ciia 
anh.  Ho  da  dap  tan  hiang  lai  ciia  anh 
bang  sU  cam  ghet  va  bao  dong.  Liiang 
tarn  ciia  anh  se  khong  bao  gid  ch^t, 
trong  khi  luang  tarn  ciia  ho  chua  bao 
gid  hien  hufu. 

Toi  hy  vong  gia  dinh  ciia  Luy#n  se 
ddi  quyen  dUoc  boi  thUdng  vi  do  la 


den  cho  td  Tenderloin  Times  tai  so  290 
Turk  St,  SF  CA  94102,  hoac  goi  dien 
thoai  den  776-0700.  Neu  qui  vi  muon 
chiing  toi  dang  thu  ciia  qui  vi  ma  dau 
ten,  xin  noi  rd  cho  chung  toi  biet,  nhiing 
it  ra  xin  qui  vi  ciing  de  mot  chut  chi  tiet 
chang  han  nhd  la  ten  con  dddng  cua 
nha  hoac  cua  noi  lam  vice  ciia  qui  vi. 

Building  Community  Strength 
A  Letter  to  our  Readers 

Dear  Readers: 

We  would  like  todraw  yourattention  to 
the  fact  that  The  I enderloin  l  imes  believes 
that  its  mission  is  to  serve  the  Tenderloin 
community.  To  improve  out  news  coverage 
of  each  of  the  communities  our  paper  serves, 
we  are  actively  seeking  community  involve- 
ment in  the  form  of  letters  to  the  editors, 
commentaries,  cartoons,  and  calls  to  the 
editors  about  stories  you  would  like  to  see  in 
the  pages  of  the  Times. 

We  would  like  to  encourage  business 
enterprise  in  our  neighborhood  and  advo- 
cate on  behalf  of  both  local  businesses  and 
residents.  Among  some  of  the  pressing  is- 
sues we  have  gleaned  from  our  reporting  is 
that  the  city  needs  to  create  more  residential 
and  commercial  parking  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, hire  a  liaison  with  the  police  depart- 
ment from  each  of  the  Southeast  Asian 
communities  which  are  strongly  represented 
in  the  Tenderloin — Vietnamese.  Cambo- 
dian and  Lao — and  increase  police  pres- 
ence in  the  form  of  beat  patrol  of  ficers.  Let 
us  know  if  you  agree  with  these  priorities, 
and.  if  not.  what  your  priorities  are. 

We  welcome  your  opinions  and  letters. 
Deadlines  fall  on  the  second  Monday  of  the 
month,  so  register  your  ideas,  complaints 
and  art  by  sending  them  to  the  Times,  290 
Turk  St..  SF.  CA.  94102.  Or  call  776-0700. 
If  you  prefer  that  we  publish  your  letters 
unsigned,  let  us  know,  but  please  include 
some  identification  such  as  the  street  where 
you  live  or  work. 


dieu  chinh  dang,  mac  du  rang  nhu  the 
cung  khong  dua  Luyen  trd  ve  lai  duoc, 
vdi  mot  niem  hy  vong  duy  nhat  la  Cong 
Ly  tai  Hoa  Ky  van  con  ton  tai. 

-Thuy  Lieu,  Cuu  Kim  San 

Bi  lanh? 

La  thu  cho  chii  but: 

Trong  miia  nay  cung  can  nhac  nhd 
cu"  dan  d  nha  thue  trong  Cdu  Kim  San 
va  dac  biet  nhiing  ngudi  dang  cu  ngu 
trong  cac  khach  san  ciia  khu  Tenderloin 
la  luat  gia  cU  tai  thanh  pho  nay  qui  dinh 
chii  nha  phai  bao  dam  mot  nhiet  do  la  68 
do  F  trong  vong  13  gid  dong  ho  moi 
ngay  hi  5  gid  sang  den  1 1  gid  trua  va  hi 
3  gid  chieu  den  10  gid  dem.  Da  hing 
song  trong  nhiing  khach  san  ciia  khu 
Tenderloin,  toi  thay  rang  qui  dinh  nay 
khong  ddac  ton  trong,  de  cho  cU  dan 
phai  chiu  dung  cai  lanh.  Neu  qui  vi  bi 
lanh  va  muon  thu'a  kien,  qui  vi  hay  goi 
dien  thoai  cho  cac  vien  thanh  tra  siidi 
am  ciia  Bureau  of  Building  Inspections 
so  558-6220.  Qui  vi  cd  the  goi  vao  buoi 
sang  hi  8  gid  den  9  gid  hoac  buoi  chieu 
tii  4  gid  den  5  gid,  do  la  nhung  liic  ma 
cac  vien  thanh  tra  cd  mat  tai  van  phdng 
ciia  ho.  Doi  vdi  bat  cii'  khach  san  nao  ma 
nhan  dUac  3  ldi  khieu  nai  trong  mot 
nam  thi  ho  so  ciia  khach  san  do  se  difac 
dem  ra  nghien  ciiu.  Mot  lan  goi  dien 
thoai  se  khien  cho  cac  vien  thanh  tra 
den  bao  cho  chii  nha,  va  neu  cd  ba  ldi 
khieu  nai  trong  mot  nam,  thi  se  cd  bien 
phap  giai  quyet  cho  thda  dang  ve  su" 
khieu  nai  nay. 

Neu  qui  vi  can  them  sU  giiip  do,  hay 
goi  cho  the  Housing  Committee  tai  Old 
St.  Mary's  so  398-0724. 

-James  Messmer 
Ngiidi  thue  nha  a  khuTenderloin 


HAY  QUANG  CAO  TRONG  BAO  TENDERLOIN  TIMES 


